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Origins of Mormonism

Joseph Smith receiving his vision

History of Mormonism

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latialy Saints has an interesting, and somewhat bizarre
history. This is the foundation of the Mormon religion.

Mormon is one of the last of a line of ancient propthetsare spoken of in the book of
Mormon. Hence the name of the religion (Mormonism).

Joseph Smith claimed he was a prophet

At age 14 Joseph claimed that he was visited by Jesus and God the father (this pointis
disputed since there are several comitjotersions of the story, one version just says it was
Jesusothers say an angel.

They told him that all of the religions of the world were false and that he should believe
none of them.

About three and a half years later on September 21, 1888ptclaimedhe was in his
room praying and asking God for forgiveness of all his sins and follies when a bright
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light again appeared. It was the angel Moroni who told him that God had a work for him
to do. The angel also told Joseph about a book written drptgies by the former
inhabitants of the American continent which contained "the fullness of the everlasting
gospel." With the plates were "two stones in silver boarsd these stones, fastened to a
breastplate, constituted what is called the Urim angnhim." The angel said God
prepared these for the purpose of translating the book. Moroni quoted several Bible
verses and vanished, only teappear two more times that night giving the same
message each time

For four consecutive years on thaiegrsary of his first visit, Moroni met Joseph at the
Hill Cumorah where the gold plates were buried. Then on September 22, 1827, Joseph got
the plates and began translatihg Book of Mormonby the gift and power of God, using
the Urim and Thummin.

He deciphered these plates and the book of Mormon was born.

On April 6, 1830 Joseph Smith and five other men organized the LDS @hurch

He gained a following based on the view that the prophet is a living oracle and that
ZKDWHYHU KH VD\\s cdriatwta tiekidlgy hebdok a/Mormon, or
anything else. Blind faith in Joseph smith will gain you entrance into the kingdom of
heaven.

-RVHSK DWWDLQHG VRPH IROORZHUY DQG KH WROG WKHP W
there had been aposasy(afallingawaypnd that the true gospel had been distorted and
ORVW DQG WKDW KH ZDV FKRVHQ WR EULQJ WKH "IXOOQHYV

8QGHU 6PLWKTV OHDGHUVKLS WK HBXLKosepR ENEENi$IJDQ LQ 1HZ <
followers fled to Krtland Ohio running from perseton, then to Independence,

Missouri, and finally to Nauvoo, which by 1844 was the second largest city in lllinois.

Joseph was Mayor of Nauvoo and a candidate for President of the United States when

some apostate Mormonsgrstd up sentiment against him through publishingNhevoo
Expositornewspaper. Nauvoo authorities declared the press a nuisance and had it

destroyed. For that, the state had Joseph arrested, but he was freed by the Nauvoo

Municipal Court. Later, he wasgain arrested and charged with treason. He was jailed in

Carthage, lllinois, where on June 27, 1844, an angry mob stormed the jail and shot and

killed Joseph and his brother Hyruhkte died in June of 1844 at the age of(39.

Brigham Young, who was Rt GHQW RI WKH 7ZHOYH $SRVWOHV ZDV Fk
successor and led the Mormons west to Salt Lake City, Utah. The Church headquarters
has been there since 1847.



Who are the Mormons?

"7TKH SHRSOH , KDYH JURZQ WR NQ R@dwdh thek BSWhuieiH , KDYH |
are, almost to a man, the most clean living, honest, God fearing, and giving people | have

ever met. They live lives of real dedication and C&risNH VHUYLFH p

Mormons are kind andincerethey are simply wrong.

The official mme of the Mormon Church today is The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
day Saints. It was originally named the Church of Christ, and then in 1834 the name was
changed to the Church of the Latter Day Saints. 38 t8eceived its current nans.

JoseplBmith proclaimed that God Himself had designated the LDS Church as "the only
true and living church upon the face of the whole egrth"

The LDS Church claims to have the only true priesthood that is required to act in the
name of God. A Prophet/Presitteand his two counselors govern the church. Under them
are twelve apostles (Quorum) and a group of men called the Seventies. These are the
highest offices in their church.

They have four books of scriptures: Bible, theBook of MormontheDoctrine and
Covenantsand thePearl of Great Price

How many Mormons are there?

TheDeseret News 1992000 Church Almanalists the current membership of the LDS
Church at approximately 10,400,000 140). Approximately half of this number lives
outside of the Uned States.

Why are Mormon missionaries coming to my door?

The LDS Church claims to be the "only true church" and the only church with the
DXWKRULW\ WR DFW LQ *RGYV QDPH 7KH\ GR QRW DFFHSW
According to their teachings, théaptism is the only one recognized by the Lord. This

belief, coupled with their belief in the need for a Mormon temple marriage to gain eternal

life, compels them to take their message to the world.

Is the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints justanother Protestant
religion?

No, the Mormon Church does not claim to be Protestant. It claims to be a divine
UHVWRUDWLRQ RI &KULVWJV WUXH FKXUFK W WKHUHIRUH
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basic beliefs place it outside the standard dagrof Christianity. Mormonism teaches

that the God to whom they pray is but one of a whole series of gods who at one time were
mortal then progressed to godhood. The LDS Church teaches that their Heavenly Father
was once born as a spirit child of a god aifé who ruled a different world. After

maturing as a spirit being he was sent to another world where he was born as a human.
There he grew to maturity, married, died, was resurrected, went to heaven, progressed
and eventually became the God of our watd.and his resurrected wife continue to

have spirit children born to them in their heavenly realm. The Mormon man,
accompanied by his wife, who is faithful to his religion, pays his tithe, attends the LDS
temple rituals, etc. is hoping to eventually pesgto become a god of another world,

just like his Heavenly Father did.

What is theBook of Mormorf

TheBook of Mormorcontains the purported stories of three different groups who sailed
to the Americas. Théaredites (Book of Ether) came to the New Wbat the time of the
tower of Babel. Thdlulekites came to America from Jerusalem in 586 BC. The major
group was the family of Lehi. Two of his sons, Nephi and Laman, became the leaders of
theNephitesandLamanites.

The last battle between the two grsum 421 AD, wiped out almost all of the Nephites.
Moroni, the last surviving Nephite, buried the records of his civilization in the Hill
Cumorah. Hundreds of years later, Joseph Smith was directed to the spot by Moroni
(some records say Nephi), now angscted being who had become an angel. Smith then
"translated" the record and published it in 1830 under the title "The Book of Mormon."

What is theDoctrine and Covenan®

TheDoctrine and Covenantontains 138 sections and two Official Declaratiomg T

ILUVW VHFWLRQV FRQWDLQ -RVHSK 6PLWKYfV UHYHODWLF
revelation by President Brigham Young in 1847, section 138 is one by President Joseph

F. Smith in 1918. Declaration No. 1 is dated 1890 amefésredto as "TheManifesto”

which declared an end to the practice of polygamy. Declaration No. 2 is dated 1978 and

declared that "all worthy male members" could now hold the priesthood and participate in

the temple ceremonies. This ended the LDS Church priesthood bamgaede

What is the Pearl of Great Pric€@
The Pearl of Great Pricecontains the following:

1. THE BOOK OF MOSESt"An extract from the translation of the Bible as revealed to
Joseph Smith the Prophet, June 18%@bruary 1831."

2. THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM £"A Translation of some ancient Records, that have
fallen into our hands from the catacombs of Egypt."



3. JOSEPH SMITHEMATTHEW. "An extract from the translation of the Bible as
revealed to Joseph Smith the Prophet in 1831: Matthew 23:39 and chapter 24."

4. OSEPH SMITHxHISTORY. "EXTRACTS FROM THE HISTORY OF JOSEPH
SMITH, THE PROPHET. History of the Church, Vol.1, Chapte&"l

5. THE ARTICLES OF FAITH. A list of 13 specific beliefs of the LDS Church written in
1842.

What is the Journal of Discourse8

TheJournal of Discoursess a 26 volume compilation of LDS presidents and apostles
sermons, covering about 35 years. There were several men who were officially assigned
by the LDS Church to record the talks.

Where are the Egyptian papyri that Joseph Snth used when he
translated the Book of Abraham?

Joseph Smith bought a collection of Egyptian mummies and papyrus scrolls in 1835. One

RI WKHVH VFUROOV EHFDPH WKH EDVLV IRU 6PLWKTV %RRN
retained ownership of the artifacSince she did not come to Utah with the LDS pioneers

the papyri stayed in the Midwest. They eventually were acquired by a museum. The LDS

Church acquired the Joseph Smith collection of papyri from the Metropolitan Museum in

New York City in 1967. Theyra now housed at the LDS archives in Salt Lake City,

Utah.

Why do Mormons only use the King James Version of the Bible?

The eighth LDS Article of Faith states: "We believe the Bible to be the word of God as

far as it is translated correctly.” The Mormdogdieve the Bible has gone through

repeated editing that has changed the meaning of the text. Thus they are skeptical of any
translation of the Bible. However, they view the King James Version as the least corrupt
of the versions available today. They ptimeir own Bible (King James Versioahd also

the Joseph Smith version which contains additional scriptures that were supposedly
revealed to Joseph to add to the Bible. It also cont&d&footnotes, dictionary and

topical guide. These cross refereneéhteir other books of scripture and provide LDS
explanations.

K\ GRQfW ORUPRQ FKXUFKHV KDYH FURVVHV RQ WK

Latterday Saints object to the use of a cross on their buildings and the wearing of the

cross. They view the symbolism of the cross as havpapgan origin and that it

symbolizes Christ's torture and death, not his resurrection. LDS Apostle Bruce R.

OF&RQNLH VWDWHG 7TKH VHFWDULDQ ZRUOG IDOVHO\ VXSS
WRUWXUH DQG VXIIHU L@ Jield BYNMcHRI@KALK elveF hefR them by

the constant use of the cross as a religious symbol. The fact is that intense and severe as

-7-



the suffering was on the cross, yet the great pains were endured in the Garden of
Gethsemanes)

I'm a strong Christian in my own faith. Why should | care about what the
Mormons are doing?

Sooner or later, someone you know is going to join the LDS Church. The LDS
missionaries convert over 300,000 people into their church every year. Many of these
people were already members of some Gansthurch before joining Mormonism. You
need to be informed on the issues in order to reach out to those who are being deceived.

| have heard that there is a lot of archeological evidence supporting the
Book of Mormon. Is that true?

It has been almost Q% ears since Joseph Smith first publishedBbek of MormonTo

date, there isot oneartifact that can be identified as being made by the people of the
Book of MormonAlso, there is no official map designating the location ofBogk of
Mormoncity. Joseph Smith preserved an example of the supposed writing on the plates.
No other sample of such writing has ever been found in the Americas. The Mormons
point to the great Mayan ruins to establish that there was at one time a great civilization
in southen Mexico and Guatemala. However, the Maya had their own pagan religion and
history that has no connection to the suppd&®ak of Mormorpeople.

If the basis of Mormonism is false, why does it keep growing?

Growth is not necessarily an indication that¢keems are true. We have only to look at

the rise of the Roman Empire with its pantheon of gods to see another ideology that had
even more phenomenal success. Mormonism appeals to many people because of its good
family values and moral code. Most convéa®w very little about its actual theology

and history.

Does Mormonism teach that God was once a man on another world and
progressed to become God of this world?

Yes, Joseph Smith declared: "God Himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted
man".7). Another one of their leaders coined the phrase: "As man is, God once was; as
God is, man may becomej' Brigham Young preached: "It appears ridiculous to the
world, under their darkened and erroneous traditions, that God has once been a finite
being"(9)

Does Mormonism teach that good Mormons can become Gods of their
own worlds?

<HV RQH RI WKHLU OHDGHUV ZURWH «VLQFH PRUWDO EHL
Parents, as pointed out in the last chapter, the ultimate possibility is for sdmeendbt



become exalted to Godhoodd) Brigham Young declared: "Intelligent beings are

organized to become Gods, even the Sons of God, to dwell in the presence of the Gods"
(11)

Does the LDS Church still believe in polygamy?

Yes, the doctrine of polygamy still in their scriptured)octrine and Covenantsection
132 Mormons are instructed not to practice polygamy during this life but the practice
will be permitted in heaven. Today iMormon man outlives his first wife (after having
a temple marriage) he can marry again in the temple. This would guarantee him two
wives in heaven.

Is the Book of Mormona translation of ancient writings? Where are the
gold plates?

TheBook of Mormortlams to be the record of three groups of people who emigrated

from the Old World to the New World long before Columbus. One group of Hebrews
supposedly arrived about 600 BC. The scribe for this group wrote: "I make a record in the
language of my father, w¢h consists of the learning of the Jews and the language of the
Egyptians” Book of MormonNephi 1:2). These records were supposedly maintained on
gold plates, later buried in the Hill Cumorah (in upstate New York). An angel directed
Joseph Smith to thellocation where he was permitted to unearth them. After Smith
finished his translation the plates were returned to the angel.

However, there is no evidence that Bmok of Mormorpeople ever existed. Smith

claimed to copy off from the plates a samplehef Nephite writing system. It looks more

like a collection of various scripts thrown together upside down, backwards, sideward,
etc. with no apparent pattern. There is no evidence that such a script was ever used. In
Mexico and Guatemala there are multipl@mples of Mayan writings on various

buildings and monuments but there are no examples of the type of writing Smith claimed
to find.

We have been asked to read thg#ook of Mormonand pray about it. Is this
a good thing to do?

Since theBook of Mormorclaims to be an historical document it should be examined on

that basis to determine its authenticity. Prayer can be used as a part of the process but it is
not a sufficient guide. Our own desires and emotions could mislead us (James 4:3). If
prayer alone wre sufficient to determine truth there would not be thousands of different
religions.



Does theBook of Mormonteach the doctrines of Mormonism?

No. Many people assume that if they readBbek of Mormorthey will get a good idea

of LDS beliefs. Howesr, theBook of Mormorteaches one God, not plural gods as in
Mormonism. It mentions heaven and hell, not three degrees of glory, no temple marriage
or secret temple ceremonies. It does not teach baptism for the deexispgace of man,
eterral progres®n orpolygamy.One of the most objectionable doctrines inBoek of
Mormonis its view of skin color. White skin is seen as desirable, dark skin is seen as a
mark of God'slispleasureSmith wrote thdook of Mormonn the late 1820's. Over the

next fifteen years his doctrines underwent radical changes which are seen in his
revelations in th®octrine and Covenantand thePearl of Great Price

What types of ceremonies are performed in a Mormon temple?

One of the most important tenets of the LDS Chusc¢he necessity of temple
ordinances. A Mormon couple who has been married in the temple will be able to
continue in the marriage relationship in heaven. The LDS Church teaches that proper
priesthood authority is necessary to administer these esséatialoseph Smith
supposedly restored the original temple ceremony of the Old Testament.

Many people are familiar with the LDS concept of baptism for the dead. But few realize
that this is a minor part of the temple experience. Young people usuallynp@mroxy
baptisms. Adult Mormons, however, attend the temple to participate in the Endowment
Ceremony and to perform marriages for both the living and the dead.

What is the Mormon Temple Endowment ceremony?

Before a person serves a ftithe mission for te LDS Church or before his/her temple
marriage he/she will be required to participate in the Endowment Ceremony (where they
will be "endowed" with special knowledge). When an adult Mormon attends the temple
he/she only goes through the ceremony once fofftarself. After that, the person will

attend the temple on behalf of a dead person of the same sex. The live Mormon stands in
the place of a particular dead person and goes through the entire endowment ceremony in
WKDW SHUVRQYV QDPH

The ceremony startsitlv a washing and anointing ritual, performed by members of the
same sex. At this point they will be given their new name for eternity (i.e. Paul, Timothy,
etc. for men, Rachael, Deborah, etc. for women). The person then dresses in temple attire
(white clahing, green apron) and joins a group of several dozen people in the auditorium.
They then watch a film depicting the creation of our world, the fall and expulsion of

Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden. Then Peter, James and John appear to instruct
themin certain handshakes and pass words necessary to gain admittance to the Celestial
Kingdom. After this ceremony the couple will be given a temple marriage ceremony in
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an adjoining room. One must participate in these rituals in order to gain the highést lev
of heaven.

How wealthy is the LDS Church?

Unlike most churches, the LDS Church does not give out a financial statement, even to
its own members. However, reporters have collected as much information as possible on
W KH FK XU FnfewWayazingane ¥the following details on Mormon finances:

7KH FKXUFKTV PDWHULDO WULXPSKV ULYDO HYHQ LWV HYD
cooperation from the Lattelay Saints hierarchy (which provided some financial figures
and a rare look at church businesses), IMDV EHHQ DEOH WR TXDQWLI\ WKH
ordinary financial vibrancy. Its current assets total a minimum of $30 billion. If it were a
corporation, its estimated $5.9 billion in annual gross income would place it midway
through the FORTUNE 500, a letbelow Union Carbide and the Paine Webber Group
but bigger than Nike and the Gagm)

Do the LDS leaders receive a salary?

The LDS Church boasts of not having a paid clergy. Many of them believe that when a
man receives a salary from a particular gratcompromises his integrity. LDS Apostle
Boyd K. Packer explained, "In the Church of Jesus Christ of td#giSaints there is no
paid ministry, no professional clergy, as is common in other churches."”

Even though their leaders on the local level riex@o pay for their services, this is not
true of their top leadership. Many of the Mormons are not aware that their Prophet,
Apostles and Seventies receive a salary. IrfEtihgyclopedia of Mormonisme read:

"Because the Church has no professional cletgy administered at every level through

LAY PARTICIPATION AND LEADERSHIP, and officials other than the General
$XWKRULWLHY FRQWULEXWH WKHLU WLPH DQG WDOHQWYV Z
General Authorities are obliged to leave their regular epmpdmt for fulttime Church

service, they receive a modest living allowance provided from income on Church

investments." (p.510)

Since the amount paid to the leaders is never divulged one is left to wonder what
constitutes a "modest living allowance."

Where can | see the original sources you reference?
Most of the sources we reference can be seen in various libraries in Utah:

X University of Utah, Marriott Library, Special Collections (Salt Lake City, UT)
x Utah State Historical Society Library (Salt LakeyCWT)
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x  Church of Jesus Christ of LDS, Historical Dept. (Salt Lake City, UT)
x Brigham Young University Library, Special Collections (Provo, UT)
x Utah State University Library, Special Collections (Logan, UT)

@ (Ibid., vs. 2946).

@(D.H.C, Vol. |, pp. 4641, 7580).

@(Ibid., Vol. VI, pp. 268270, 432434, 453574, 612622).
@ (Doctrine and CovenantSec.115:4).

) (Doc. & Cov. Sed.:30).

) (Bruce R. McConkielVilormon Doctring p.555)

7 (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Snpin345346)
@® (The Gospel Through the Agétunter, p.105L06).
9)(Deseret NewdNov. 16, 1859, p. 290).

@0) (The Gospel Through the Agétunter, p.104)
@1)(Discourses of Brigham Young.245).

12) (Time August 4, 1997, p.52)
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Test your knowledge

What is the definition of ?...
1. Salvation

a. An earned gift from God that assures us of
an afterlife only if we pray.

b. A free gift from God thaassures us all
resurrection regardless of our willingness to
accept Christ or not.

c. A free gift from God that assures
resurrection to all who will accept Christ as
their savior.

d. A gift of God that assures us resurrection
only if we are pure and freedm sin.

2. Grace
D *RGYTYV PHUF\ XSRQ DOO ZKR

Jesus.
E *RGYV PHUF\ XSRQ DOO

-13-



F *RGYV PHUF\ XSRQ WKRVH RI

of lifestyle.

G *RGYTV PHUF\ XSRQ WKRVH ZI

worthy life.
3.Born again

a. Birth into the church after we draptized

b. Spiritual rebirth after we accept Jesus as our
Savior

c. Spiritual rebirth after we almptizedby

water.

d. Spiritual rebirth after we al@aptizedby the
Holy Spirit.

4.Forgiven

a. Is granted at the end of a process of
repentance and refoed behavior.

b. Is granted when we decide we will not
repeat the sin.

c. Is granted when we take steps to turn from
all evil.

d. Is granted the moment that we turn to
Christ.
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5. Hell

a.A place of fire and brimstone that has no
way out for those who do not apt Jesus
as their savior.

b. A place depicted in parables to warn us
away from our sin.

c. A prison in which we can come and go
until the resurrection.

d. A place of torment that we will go if we do
not attend church.

6. Heaven

a.A place where we go if we are gopdople.

b.The highest level to go to if we are the most
worthy.

c. A mythical place that God dwells in Judeo
Christian culture.

d. A place where we will live forever if we
accept Jesus as our savior.
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7.Godhead

a.A concept that Christians hold that says that
evaything around them is God. God is the
earth, sun, sky etc.

b.God the father, God the son, and God the
Holy Spirit. All are separate Gods.

c. An illustration used to help us to understand
the idea of God.

d. Three in one. God the father, God the son,
and GodheHoly Spirit. All are God and all
are one.

8. Jesus

a.The brother of every man begotten by God
and his wife.

b. The brother of every man who has been
saved.

c. The only begotten son of God. Savior and
God.

d. A good man who lived ages ago that taught
us how to live a leer life.
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9. The fall of man

a.A parable in the Bible that explains why we
sin.

b. When Adam and Eve ate of the fruit in the
garden. By disobeying God sin entered into
the world.

c. When Eve ate of the fruit in the garden and
sin entered the world. Only the tinen of
Eve are sinful. Adam was not.

d. A planned event by God. Adam was meant
to sin and it was a blessing. It allowed us the
opportunity to procreate.

10. Virgin Birth

a. Being overshadowed by the Holy Ghost,
Mary carried and gave birth to the son aids

b. A physical union between Mary and Joseph
that begat the son of God.

c. A physical union between Mary and Father
God that begat Jesus.

d. A complete false story that exalted the man
Jesus and fooled us all.
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Test your knowledge
answer sheet

What isthe definition of ?...

TP ZLOOLQJ WR EHW WKDW \RX

Mormons
(Mormon definitions)

1.Salvation (B) A free gift from God that
assures us all resurrection regardless of our
willingness to accept Christ or not.

2.Grace % *RGYV PHalF\ XSR

3.Born agaifA) Birth into the church after
we arebaptized

4. Forgiveness(A) Is granted at the end of a
process of repentance and reformed behavior.
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5.Hell- (C) A prison in which we can come
and go until the resurrection.

6.HeaveRnB)The highest level to go to if we
are the most worthy.

7.GodheadB)God the father, God the son,
and God the holy spirit. All are separate Gods.

8. JesugA)The brother of every man begotten
by God and his wife.

9.The fall of man(D) A planned event by
God. Adam was meant to sin and it was a
blessing. It allowed us the opportunity to
procreate.

10. Virgin Birth-(C) A physical union between
Mary and Father God that begat Jesus.
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Christianity - Mormonism
Mormonism- The Bible

What the Bible says

God is our creator

There will be no marriage in heaven

The Bible is the word of God

And there is no other.

God lives in heaven

If you die and have not confessed
Jesus as your savior you will not
Enter the kingdom of heaven.

The bible is the true word of God.

Those who love God and obey his
Commands are the body, the church,

-20-

What the Mormons believe

We are conceived in heaven
From a woman and sent to
Earth to procreate and release
all of Gods spirit sons and
Daughters Out of heaven.

If you are married and sealed
To each other on earth you
Will remain married in
Heaven.

The Bible, Book of Mormon,

The Pearl of great Price, and
the Doctrine and Covenants

are all the words of God.

God lives in space, on a star
near the planet Kolob.

After death a noiMlormon

can be baptized into heaven.
Mormons baptize by proxy
For dead souls.

The bible has not been
Translagd correctly. The
Book of Mormon is accurate
And the bible has flaws in it.

Every church on the earth is
wrong and an abomination in



And the bride of Christ.

The priesthood was broken and no
Longer necessary to bridge
The gap from man to God

3 in one (the trinity)

Jesus was born of a Virgin.

-21-

Go G eYes. All except the
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter day saints.

There are two orders of priest
-hood Melchizedek and the
Aaronic priesthod. That

were restored and given back
to Joseph Smith.

There are 3 different Gods
God the father, God the son,
God theHoly Spirit

God had sexual relations with
Mary.



prenortal spirit baby pass through the vell come to the earth

l

s

!

purpose of life:
to gain a body
to prove ourselves

resurrection or rggrison

L

Judgment telestial or terrestrial or celestial.
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What Is the test of atrue prophet?

It is important , if you are a Mormon, to believe that Joseph Smith was truly a

prophet. It is the fundamental requirement of conversion. How are we to discern

ZKHWKHU -RVHSK 6PLWK ZDV D SURSKHW RU QRW" /[HW{V S>
The true test of a prophet lies in these things:

Prophets must speak the words of the Lord,

A prophets words must not be contrary to ®&ds previous commands,

His prophecies must be true to the character of God.

And the most important one: He must be 100% accurate. All prophecies must come

true or happen the way they say.

The Bible clearly tells us that:

3% XW WKH SURSK K¥he ©lspeaika WatdDirOndy r&abé] which | have not

commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet
shalldie. And if thou say in thine heatipw shall we know the word which the Lord hath

not spoken? When a proplsgteaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor

come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath

VSRNHQ LW SUHVXPSWXRXVO\ WKRX VKDOO2RW EH DIUD L

Jesus makes this law cleain theNew Testament

S%HORYHG GR QRW EHOLHYH HYHU\ VSLULW EXW WHVW Wtk
EHFDXVH PDQ\ IDOVH SURSKHWYV KIBhWiH:1IJRQH RXW LQWR WK

God is the same today, yesterday, and tomorrow.

The Bible and the Book dflormon state this fact. Therefore the Prophecies that are
FRQWUDU\ WR WKH ZRUGV RI *RG DUH QRW RI *RG -RVHSK
the Lord since the Lord does MevVER lie.

This is not the character of GOD!
God does not get it right ony part of the time. God does not contradict himself.
A prophet speaks on the Lords behalf.

God chooses humble and obedient men to deliver his messages. Those who will not
twist his words to profit from them. Men who will not mislead Gods people. Men who
have a heart for Gods people. Men like Abraham who pleaded with God not to destroy
Sodom. Men who would represent the true Character of God.

-RVHSK 6PLWKYV SURSKHVLHYVY ZHUH QRW DFFEXUDWH 7K
prophesies that did not happen or were jat a plain lie.
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/IHWYV H[DPLQH D IHZ 2K \HV WKHUH DUH PRUH WKDQ WKL\

37KH DSRVWOHV RI WKH /DPE"’
3, ILQDOO\ VDZ WKH LQ WKH FHOHVWLDO NLQJGRP RI *RG
Zion and many things which the tongue of man cannot described O O °

If Mormon doctrine is correct, eight of the apostles seen by Joseph Smith "in the celestial
kingdom" should never be there, because they apostatized or were excommunicated.

This prophecy is obviously falseAccording to the Book of Mormon it ismpossible for
the excommunicated, man to enter into the kihgdom of heaven. Oops, God was wrong.

At the time that this prophecy was made the 12 apostles of the church were:

Brigham Young+Went on to become th&%rophet of the Mormon Church
William Smith- Was excommunicated in 1845
Wilford Woodruff- Remained an apostle
Herbert C. KimbalRemained an apostle
Orson PrattLeft the church in 1842

George SmitFRemained an apostle

Orson Hyde Excommunicated in 1838

John F. BoyntohExcommunicated in 1837
WiOOLDP ( OHExcdamm@hicated in 1838
Thomas B. MarshExcommunicated in 1838
Luke S. JohnsoerExcommunicated in 1837
Lyman JohnsonExcommunicated in 1838

The following prophecies made by Joseph Smith have not been fulfilled in over 150
years.

Aug 16, 1834. HC 2:145Joseph Smith says that the Spirit of the Lord tells him that
the Saints should be ready to move into Jackson County, Missouri, on September 11,
1836, "which is the appointed time for the redemption of Zion."

This prophecy is falséf Zion was redeemed in 1836, it was unredeemed in 1839, when
the Mormons abandoned Missouri.

Feb 14, 1835. HC 2:182loseph Smith preached that the coming of the Lord would be
in 56 years (i.e., about 1891). This prophecy also occurs in his diary for Aprii8a3

and HC 5:336. See also D&C 130:44/. Joseph Smith prophesies that "there of those
of the rising generation who shall not taste death till Christ comes." He prophesies "in
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the nameof the Lord God- let it be written: that the Son of Man will not eoe in the
heavens till | am 85 years old, 48 years hence or about 1890." (The official historians
have deleted the last phrase, beginning with "48 years" from the church history, but it
is contained in the original diary.)

This prophecy is falsélhe secad coming did not occur in 1891, and the Church does
not claim that it did. Nor has it occurred since. Joseph Smith did not live to be 85 years
old. God must have known that he would not. Why would God make a revelation
conditional upon an event which hedw would never happen?

NATIONS SHALL TREMBLE: Nov 3, 1831. D&C 133:42 "...all nations shall tremble
at thy presence.”

This prophecy is falséNo one can claim that all nations tremble at the presence of the
ORUPRQV P QRW WUHPEOLQJ KRZ ERXW \RX"

NEW YORK WILL BE DESTROYED Sept 2223, 1832. D&C 84:114115. New York,
Albany and Boston will be destroyed if they reject the gospel. The "hour of their
judgment is nigh..."

This prophecy is falsdewell K. Whitney and Joseph Smith went to New York, Albany,
and Boston and preached there. These cities did not accept the gospel. They have not
been destroyed.

MORMON DEBTS WILL BE PAID: April 23, 1834. D&C 104: 783. God's promise
to deliver the Saints from their debts. "It is my will that you shall pay allydebts."
The Lord will soften the hearts of their creditors.

This prophecy is falsdoseph Smith and other prominent Mormons had to flee Kirtland
to avoid their creditors, leaving debts of thousands of dollars unpaid. Smith ultimately
filed bankruptcy.

PROPHECY ABOUT GEORGE MILLER:Jan 19, 1841. D&C 124:221. Revelation
and prophecy regarding George Miller. He "is without guile; he may be trusted...; I,
the Lord, love him... Let no man despise my servant George, for he shall honor me."

This prophecys false.On December 3, 184&eorge Miller was disfellowshged by the
Mormons. Apparently God was mistaken about Miller.

US GOVERNMENT WILL BE DESTROYED:May 18, 1843. HC 5:394, also Mill Star
22:455. Joseph Smith prophesies "by virtue of the holyegthood... and in the name of
the Lord" that if Congress or the United States will not redress the wrongs which the
Mormons suffered in Missouri, and grant them protection, "the government will be
utterly overthrown and wasted," they shall be "broken up agovernment" and there

will be nothing left of them. (A similar prophecy was made Dec 16, 1843. See Quinn p
641, Chron JS 189)
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This prophecy is falsélhe United States rejected the Mormons' petitions; their wrongs
were not redressed; they were not eetéd from their enemies. The United States
government was never overthrown and is still in existence.

MORMONS WILL NO LONGER HAVE TO COOKfFeb 6, 1844. Joseph Smith
prophesies that within five years the Mormons would be able to live without cooking
their food. (Joseph Smith manuscript diary, omitted from the HC. Cited in Quinn, p.
642).

This prophecy is falsélhe Mormons arstill cooking their food.

DAVID SMITH WILL BE PRESIDENT AND KING: April 1844. Joseph Smith
prophesies that his unborn child withe called David, and will be "president and king
of Israel.” (cited in Quinn p 644)

FULFILLMENT: The child was called David. However, he was never "president and

king of Israel or of anything else." He died in 1904, at the age of 60, having spent the last
27 years of his lifen an insane asylumHe was a member of the Reorganized Church.

His highest position in that church was counselor to the president, but he never actually
served as such.

JOSEPH SMITH WASNOT A PROPHET OF
GOD!
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THE FALSE PROPHECIES OF JOSEPH SMITH

Remember, in the light of the following list, that according to De uteronomy 18:20-22, it only takes
one false prophecy to make a prophet falsteas it only takes one murder to make a person a
murderer. As you read the many false prophecies of Joseph Smith, keep this Biblical teaching in
mind.

1) THE ABRIDGEMENT OF D& C 137'D&C137".

Although there are actually dozens of false prophecies we couldbegin with, we thought it might

be appropriate to begin with one which has come to new found prominence in recent years. In
1976, the 13% section of Doctrine & Covenants (D&C) was submitted to the general conference of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints for a vote to be "sustained” as scripture. It is a
narrative of a vision supposedly seen by Joseph Smith in Kirtland, OH in 1836.

What the members who voted on thi s new addition to scripture were nottold by "the Brethren,"
is that whole paragraph@16 words) of the actual revelation as recorded inThe History Of The
Churchhad beenconvenientlyleft out of the version to be included in the D&C. The reason for
these omissions was that four obviously false prophecies were contained in the part of the
revelation which was censored out. These were prophecies so obviously false that even the
average LDS reader would pick them up. Therefore they went down the "black hole " of Mormon
history.

What exactly were in these missing parts? Well, if you go to the official history of the LDS church
published by the church's own publishing company, you will be easily able to find the missing
prophecies. Here is what is notin the new D&C 137:

[Joseph Smith:] "....] sawthe Twelve Apostles of the Lamb, who are now upon the earth, who hold the
keys of this last ministryin foreign lands, standing together in a circle, much fatigued, with their
clothes tattered and their feet swollen, with their eyes cast downward, and Jesus standing in their
midst, and they did not behold him. The Savior looked upon them and wept.

| also beheld Elder M'Liah " in the south standing upon a hill, surrounded by a vast multitude,
preaching to them, and a lame man standing before him supported by his crutches; he threw
them down at his word and leaped as a hart, by the mighty power of God.

Also, | saw Elder Brigham Young standing in a strange laindthe far south and west, in a desert
place, upon a rock in the midst of a bout a dozen men of color, who appeared hostile. He was
preaching to them in their own tongue, and the angel of God standing above his head with a
drawn sword in his hand, protecting him, but he did not see it.

And [ finally saw the Twiwe in the celestial kingdom of Gddilso beheld the redemption of Zion and
many things which the tongue of man cannot describe in full”

Now, if this weretrue, it was a truly inspiring and wonderful declaration! Unfortunately, for the
LDS faithful, a short look at the official history of the church reveals the false prophecies
contained therein.

First of all, Smith claimed to see his (original LDS) Twelve apostles all in the celestial kingdom.
This is difficult to imagine, since there was already divisio n between Smith and the majority of

-30-



the Apostles, beginning with discord in Kirtland, Ohio. The first portion of the "missing words"
shows his less than subtle rebuke of their resistance to his will."...fatigued....tattered...eyes cast
downward....Th&avnor looked upon them and wep8&tnith was calling them to get into line and
submit themselves to his full authority. That's the carrot offered in the last portion, "l finally saw
the Twelve in the Celestial Kingdom of God."

However, his "thus saith the Lord" must have had little effect on them, since at least sevenf the
twelve under discussion were soon excommunicated or apostasized from the church: John F.
Boynton & Luke S. Johnson (1837), Lyman Johnson (1838), William E. M'Lellin (c.1838), Thomas
B. Marsh & Orson Hyde (1838), and William Smith (1845)

How couldthey have ever attained the celestial kingdom under those conditions? They couldn't!
They were not only accursed by their very acts of apostasy or excommunication, but fell victim to
the LDS Church's own scriptural denunciation. D&C 84.40 -41 clearly states:

"Therefore, all those who receive the priesthood, receive this oath and covenant of my father,
which he cannot break, neither can it be moved. But whoso breaketh this covenant after he hath
received it, and altogether turneth there -from, shall not have forgiveness of sins in this world nor
in the world to come."

Although a few of these men later returned to the church, none of them were even close to the
standards necessary for attainment of that highest degree of glory. The majority remained apart

for life. Therefore, the prophetic utterance, "l finally saw the Twelve in the Celestial Kingdom of God."
was obviously false. It would have been false even if only one Apostle remained outside the fold.

Second, the vision of M'Lellin preaching and working miracles in the south never came true
because heapostasized from the churalithout ever doing it! (see above).

Third, Although Brigham Young did bring the Mormons west and was a great colonizer an d
orator, the vision of Brigham Young preaching to "men of color” in their own language, in some
strange and faraway place in the southwest never took place eithr at least there is no trace of it
in the very detailed records and diaries concerning his reign as prophet.

Finally, " Zion (Independence, MO.) was never redeemed, has never been redeemed in the 150+
years since the prophecy was made. (see below, for more on Zion). Is it any wonder that the
Brethren chose to remove whole chunks of this "inspired" revelation? Four false prophecies for the
price of one!

2) THE BUILDING OF THE NEW TEMPLE.

In D&C 84 (esp. vs.25, 31, 114115), Smith prophesied in 1832 that a temple would be built by the
generation then living in Independence, MO. during THAT generation. Allowing the widest
possible latitude of 100 years for a generation, that still leaves the prophecy unfulfilled over 50
years late!

There still is no temple in Independence; although one is being commenced by the RLDS Church,
a splinter off of Mormon ism which the LDS church contends is a false cult! Not only that, the
temple lot which Joseph Smith dedicated as the "only true site" has been owned for generations
by a third Mormon splinter sect; and the Utah Mormons couldn't build a temple there if they
wanted to!
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3) THE NAUVOO HOUSE.

In D&C 124.56-60, Smith prophesied that the Nauvoo House in Nauvoo, IL. would be in his
family forever (1841). It did not remain in his family, and is not owned by them today. This
makes for avery false prophecy.

4) OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES.

In the Pearl of Great Price(PGP),Joseph Smitiistory (JSH) 1.4641, (1823) Smith claimed that the
angel Moroni told him that the prophecies in Isaiah 11 were " aboutto be fulfilled,” and that those
in Joel 2 were 'soonto be" fulfilled. More than 165 years have passed and that interpretation of
prophecy has not yet come to pass. Those prophecies certainly will be fulfilled, but Joseph Smith
and his angel sure got their dates wrong!

5) CONVERSION OF THE INDIAN PEOPLES.

In D&C 3.3 (1828) it says, "Remember, that it is not the work of God that is frustrated, but the
work of men." This verse is considered sacred scripture by Mormons; and that means that
Mormons, logically, must apply it to their history and Joseph Smith's prophecies. If Smith's
prophecies were frustrated, then those prophecies were the work of men, not of God!

D&C 3.16-20 says that the Lamanites (Indians) will be converted. For a century and a half, the
LDS missionaries have been trying to convert their "Lamanite brothers and have not done so. The
vast majority of Indians are not Mormons, and most of the few who become LDS turn inactive.
This has obviously not been fulfilled, after many years and spending vast amounts of money on
programs to convert Indians.

6) WHITE AND DELIGHTSOME INDIANS.

Speaking of the Lamanites, the Book of Mormon (BOM) contains a prophecy about them which
can easily be put to the test. 2 Nephi 30.6 prophesies that the Indians who converted would turn
"white and delightsome™ a few generations after joining the church. This is what is written in the
original, handwritten manuscript of 2 Nephi 30. It is in the original 1830 edition of the Book of
Mormon.

However, in 1840, Joseph Smith, evidently thinking to correct the "most correct book ever
written," ordered the phrase changed to "pure and delightsome." Then later, Brigham Young
ordered it changed back to "white and delightsome.” Then in 1981, it was again changed badio
"pure and delightsome”, even though the correction does not clean up the parts of the BOM
where they are turned from white and delightsome to "dark and loathsome."

A honest reader would have to speculate that since over 160 years have passed (Biblical
generations) since Indians began joining the church, that at least some of them wauld have to
turned at least a little whiter. None of them have; and this is evidently why they changed the
verse without so much as a word of explanation.

7) GATHERING TO ZION.

D&C 57.1-3 (1831) identifies Independence, MO as the center place of Zion, thegathering place of
the saints in "the land of promise." This revelation failed because, according to D&C 3.3 cited
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above, any work which is of God could not be frustrated. This "gathering” in Zion was really
frustrated, because the Mormons tried to gather there and were physically driven out! To this
day, there are few Mormons there; and actually many, many more RLDS members by far! If God
was behind this revelation, then the Mormons could not have been driven out by men.

8) CONFOUND YOUR ENEMIES.

In D&C 71.6-10, the following prophecy was given: "For unto him that receiv eth it shall be given
more abundantly, even power. Wherefore, confound your enemies; call upon them to meet you
both in public and in private; and inasmuch as you are faithful, their shame shall be made
manifest. Wherefore, let them bring their strong reasons against the Lord. Verily, thus saith the
Lord unto youthere is no weapon that is formed against you shall prosper; and if any man life his
voice against you, he shall be confounded in mine own due time."

Mormons have never fulfilled this prophecy, in fact they shunitand constantlydisobey it. There
are over a hundred organized ministries to Mormons in the orthodox Christian church, just like
ours; and no Mormon prophet or apostle hager been willing to meet with usg, public or in private to
"confound” us. Indeed, very few Mormons of any sort will meet with us, unless they are already
having doubts about the Church and want some straight answers.

We have been bringing our "strong reasons" against the false god of Mormonism now for decades
and official Mormondom has slunk away and refused to answer us, even though we have
continually called for dialog. To the best of our knowledge, no minister to the Mormons has ever
had his "shame" made manifest. If anything, there are more of us out there slugging away against
the Zion empire than ever before!

The "weapons" we have used against the LDS have been primarily the Bible, and also its own
published material. It is evident that these weap ons haveindeedprospered against the Church.
We are seeing literally thousands of Mormons leave the Church for Jesus, because of the impact
of our Biblical witness. We have seen the convert rate per LDS missionarydrop from a high of 7.9
converts in 19820 6.5 converts per ye&t987 figures). It is evident that our weapons are prospering
and that the Church is adamantly refusing to obey its own prophecy and "confound" us. Instead,

it is doing its best to pretend to ignore us altogether is a different thi ng!

9) THE EARTH SHALL SHAKE AND REEL AS A DRUNKEN MAN.

D&C 88.87 (1832) prophesies that "...not many days hence the earth shall tremble and reel as a
drunken man; and the sun shall hide his face...and the moon shall be bathed in blood; and the
stars shall become exceedingly angry, and shall cast themselves down as a fig that falleth from a
fig tree."

Now over 58,000 days have péess of 1991) since that prophecy was given. By any reasonable
standard, "not many days" could not be construed to be more than 58,000 days; and yet none of
these things have occurred. This prophecy has obviously failed.

10) THE WORD OF WISDOM.

The Mormons are noted for their Word of Wisdomrevelation which forbids them from drinking

liquor, coffee or tea, or to smoke. This is inD&C 89. Many Mormons do not realize that there is
also a prophecy in it in vs.18-21: "And all saintswho remember to keep and do these sayings,
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walking in obedience to the commandments, shall receive health in the navel and marrow to their
bones; and shallfind wisdom and great treasures of knowledge, even hidden treasures; and shall
run and not be weary and shall walk and not faint, and I, the Lord, give unto them a promisthat
the destroying angel shall pass by them, as the children of Israel, and not ¢ay them. Amen."

The fact is that this promise isn't working although most Mormons diligently keep this Word of
Wisdom they do not find any treasures of knowledge. They certainly run and become weary; and
they certainly become faint at times from walking. In fact, many of the highest leaders of the LDS
church (who presumably are keeping this commandment) are sick and dying of degenerative
diseases. The entire First Presidency just a few years ago was so ill with blindness, Parkinson's
disease and cancer tlat a Third Counselor to the Prophet had to be called to take over.

The destroying angel certainly is not passing the Mormons by; as it did the children of Israel in
the Passover.Mormons die just like everyone elééhough they try hard to keep the LDS god's
commandment, he does not seem to be keeping his end of the bargain, or else Joseph Smith is a
false prophet!

11) ZION SHALL NOT BE MOVED.

D&C 101.17-20 (1833) prophesies: "Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her
children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their
inheritances, they and their childrenmith songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of

Zion. And all these things that the prophets might be fulfilled. And beh old, there is none other place
appointed than that which | have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that
which | have appointer the work of the gathering of my saints."

First of all, the Mormons weredriven out. Secondlythose who were driven out never returned

with their children to come to their inheritances. Thirdly, a little over a decade after this, the
"gathering" place of the saints was transplanted to Utah, even though the LDS god declared that
"neither shall {futue tense} there be any other place appointddée strikes, and Joseph Smith is out!

12) THE UNITED ORDER.

In D&C 104.1 (1834) a prophecy is given concerning the LDS institution, the "United Orderf (a

theocratic, communistic method of distributingand con WUROOLQJ SURSHUW\ DQG JRRGV «
unto you counsel and a commandment, concerning all the properties which belong to the order

which | commanded to be organized and established, to be a united order, and aneverlasting order

for the benefit of my chuicand for the salvation of men until | come..."

LDS history reveals that this "everlasting" order had to be disbanded soon after because it failed.
It is obviousthat today Mormons do not practice a communal approach to property. If anything,
they are in favor of capitalism and against communism. This is one of the most blatantly false
prophecies of Joseph Smith.

13) DESTROYER SENT FORTH.

A prophecy was given in D&C 105.13-15: (1834) "Therefore it is expedient in me that mine elders

should wait for a litt le season, for the redemption of Zion. For behold, | do not require at their

KDQGYVY WR ILJKW WKH EDWWOHV RI =LRQ |R&destrajeO GaddsektW \RXU EDWW
forth to destroy and lay waste your enemies; and not many yearsthepahall not be left to pollute



mine heritage, and to blaspheme my name upon the lands which | have consecrated for the
gathering together of my saints.”

1RWH WKDW WKH /'6 JRG vD\V , KDYH "DOUHDG\ DFFRPSOLVKHG  VHQW
shows that the enemies of the Mormons were not destroyed or laid wast€hey still haven't been to

this day! The "destroyer" must be slow! This is another prophecy that was frustrated (D&C 3.3)

because the Mormons were still persecuted after this and were driven out of "Zion" about 5 years

later!

14) THE DREADFUL DAY OF LORD IS NEAR.

,Q ' & ZH ILQG WKLV SURSKHF\  «WKH NH\V RI WKLV GLVSHQ\
your hands; and by this ye may know that the great and dreadful day of the Lord is near, even at

the doors." Over 150 years have passed, and that "dreadful day of the Lord" has not come.

Another failed prophecy!

15) THE TREASURE OF THE CITY IS YOURS.

D&C 111 has a very strange revelation about treasures in Salem, MA: "I have much treasure in

this city for you, for the benefit of Zion, and many people in this city, whom | will gather out in

GXH WLPH IRU WKH EHQHILW RI =LRQ WKURXJK \RXU LQVWUXPHQWDOL
time that | will give this city into your hands, that you shall ha ve power over it, insomuch that

they shall not discover your secret parts; and its wealth, pertaining to gold and silver shall be yours.

&RQFHUQ QRW \RXUVHOYHYVY DERXW \RXU GHEWY IRU , ZLOO JLYH \RX S
where it is my will that you would tarry, for the main, shall be signalized unto you by the peace

and power of my Spirit, that shall flow unto you. This place you may obtain by hire. And inquire

diligently concerning the more ancient inhabitants and founders of this city. For thee are more

treasures than one for you in this city."

Neither Joseph Smith nor other LDS leaders ever found any treasures in Salem. They did not take
control of Salem, nor have any Mormons since. The "many people" were never gathered out, as
only 13 were baptized out of the whole city. The silver and gold prophesied was never found.
They returned to Kirtland, OH without funds to pay their debts! This prophecy fails on every

count!

16) THOMAS MARSH'S "GREAT WORKS"?

A personal prophecy was given to Thomas B. Marsh on July 23, 1837 and recorded in D&C 112.3
12. At the time this prophecy was given, Marsh was the leader of the 12 apostles of the LDS
church.

+HUH DUH NH\ H[FHUSWV IURP LW «WKRX >0DUVK@ VKDOO EHDU UHFR
gentiles,buW DOVR XQWR WKH -HZ DQG WKRX VKDOW VHQG IRUWK P\ ZRUG
I, the Lord, have a great work for thee to do, in publishing my name among the children of

PHQ«WKRX DUW FKRVHQ DQG WK\ SDWK OLHWK DPR@3. AMKH PRXQWDLQ
by thy word many high ones shall be brought low, and by thy word, many low ones shall be

exalted. Thy voice shall be a rebuke unto the transgressor; and at thy rebuke let the tongue of the

slanderer cease its perverseness. Be thou humble, and theord thy God shall lead thee by the

hand, and give thee answer to thy prayers. | know thy heart, and have heard thy prayers

FRQFHUQLQJ WK\ EUHWKUHQ«SUD\ IRU WK\ EUHWKUHQ RI WKH 7ZHOYH
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name's sake, and let them be admonished 6r all their sins, and be ye faithful before me unto my
QDPH«

In fact, Marsh was excommunicatetfom the LDS church less than two years later. Although he
rejoined the church about 20 years later, he never did any of the mighty works listed in the above
prophecy. For most of his 20 year absence he was, in fact, a bitter enemy of the Mormon church.

17) THE MYSTERIOUS MISSION OF DAVID W. PATTEN

6SHDNLQJ RI SHUVRQDO SURSKHFLHY KHUH LV D IDLOHG RQH LQ ' &
Itis wisdom in m y servant, David W. Patten, that he settle up all his business as soon as he

possibly can, and make a disposition of his merchandise, thathe may perform a mission unto me

next spring, in company with others, even twekauding himself, to testify of my name and bear

glad tidings unto all the world.

Sadly, Patten was killed before he could fulfill this prophecy. Mormons have two arguments
against this fact. One is that Patten was actually being called on a mission tothe spirit worldafter
death. Althoug h that is a very creative response, the verse itself contradicts it since 1) he was to
go on the mission with eleven other men, none of whom were killed before spring; and 2) the
verse says his mission was to "the whole world." That could hardly be just th e spirit world.

The other argument is that he wasn't worthy of the mission so the Lord killed him. The problem

with that assertion is that Joseph Smith himself proclaimed that "Brother David Patten was a very

worthy man beloved by all good men who knew hi P«DQG GLHG DV KH KDG OLYHG D PDQ R
DG VWURQJ LQ WKH IDLWK RI D JORULRXV UHVXUUHFWLRQ«RQH RI KL
wasoOéwhatever you do else, O! do not deny the faith.' These explanations do not hold water! The

prophecy is false!

18) REMEMBER OLIVER GRANGER?

Another personal prophecy of Smith's which fell to the ground was D&C 117.12 -15, which says,

LQ SDUW «, VD\ XQWR \RX , UHPHPEHU P\ VHUYDQW 20LYHU *UDQJHU
that his name shall behad in sacred remembranfrom generation to generation, forever and eadth

WKH /RUG«

You ask 99 out of 100 Mormons who Oliver Granger is, and they will give you a blank look. His
name is supposed to be in everlasting remembrance from generation to generation, and yet most
Mormons have never heard of him.

19) DID JOSEPH TRIUMPH OVER HIS FOES?

This section of D&C 121 is prefaced in the LDS church introduction by being identified as

"Prayers and Prophecies written by Joseph Smith the Prophet, while he was a prisoner in jail in

/ILEHUW\«v 1RWH ZKDW LV-VDLQWLYRID BMDRHYFH XQWR WK\ VRXO WKLC
and thine afflictions shall be but a small moment; And then, if thou endure it well, God shall exalt

thee on high; thou shalt triumph over all thy foes$ Q Glsbthat God hath set his hand and seal to

change the times and seasons, and to blind their gtinasthey might not understand his marvelous

ZRUNLQJY DQG WDNH WKHP LQ WKHLU RZQ FU Dhanhe® &hd e QG QRW PDQ
posterity shall bewept from under heaven, saith Gttt not one of them is left to stand by the

ZDOO«
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This prophecy promises that Smith and his church would triumph over all their foes. This never
happened. They had just been driven out of their "ZionT in Independence , MO. Smith was to die
by the hands of his foes, about five years later. The entire church was run out of the state about
eight years later and had to flee to Utah! Can this be triumphing over your enemies?

Even in Utah, the power of the church was ultimat ely brokenby the federal government who
forced the church leaders to submit to government authority and to do away with their cherished
doctrine of plural marriage! More recently, the church was forced to succumb to outside pressure
again and change its racist position on the blacks or else lose its taxexempt status. Likewise, its
strong anti-abortion stand has been also reversedls this triumph?

We need to ask:When did God change the times and seasons (rs1i2)?Whendid he blind the
minds of Smith's enemiesAVhenwas every one of Smith's enemies "swept from under heaven"?
In fact, most of them long outlived him!

20) THE INTEGRITY OF GEORGE MILLER

In D&C 124.20- ZH ILQG WKH IROORZLQJ UHYHODWLRQ «YHULO\ , VD
George Miller is without guile; he may be trusted because of the integrity which he has to my

testimony I, the Lord, love him. | therefore say unto you, | seal upon his head the office of a
ELVKRSULF«WKDW KH PD\ UHFHLYH WKH FR @&thBimsWrbRMgR|l PLQH KRX)
upon the heads of the poor of my people, saith the Lord. Let no man despise my servant George,

for he shall honor me."

In spite of this endorsement from "the Lord," George Miller was excommunicatedeven years later.
Another proph ecy frustrated (D&C 3.3) by the work of men?

21) WHERE WAS JOSEPH'S VICTORY?

& FRQWDLQV WKH IROORZLQJ SURSKHF\ VLPLODU WR WKH RQH QF
day has the God of my fathers delivered me out of them all, and will deliver me fom henceforthfor
behold, and lo, I will tiumph over all my enemigdor the Lord God hath spoken it."

This also promises that Smith would triumph over his enemies. Obviously he did not do so as
they murdered him and drove his remaining church from pilla r to post.

22) WAS EMMA SMITH "DESTROYED?"

One of the most significant sections of the Doctrine and Covenants is D&C #132, which deals

with the plural marriage(polygamy) revelation. However, it also contains many false prophecies!
"(v.6) And as pertainin g to the new and everlasting covenant [i.e.. polygamy or plural marriage],

it was instituted for the fullness of my glory; and he that receiveth a fullness there must and shall
abide thelaw, RU KH VKDOO EH GDPQH®.52/ D L W&HWKRhdFedd EmiRaG  «
Smith [Joseph's first wife] receive all those [wives] that have been given unto my servant Joseph,
and who are virtuous and pure before me; and those who are not pure and have said they were
SXUH VKDOO EH GHVWUR\HG V Ditewrnfo dkservait UoSeptRitat keDsatbe
ruler over many things; for he hath been faithful over a few things, and from henceforth 1 will
strengthen him. And | command my handmaid, Emma Smith to abide and cleave unto my

servant Joseph, and to none elseBut if she will not abide this commandment [of plural marriage] she
shall be destroyed, saith the Lord; for | am the Lord thy God, and will destroy her if she abide not in my

-37-



lawO.(v.62) And if he have ten virgins given unto him by this lale cannot canmit adultery, for
they belong to him, and they are given unto him; therefore he is justified.”

Where do we begin?First of all, plural marriage was an "everlasting covenant" that only lasted
about 50 yeardt was officially done away with in 1890. How ca n something everlasting stop?
Obviously false! Secondlyaccording to v.6, everyone who is not living in plural marriage in the LDS
church is damnedrhat means thatalmost all Mormongxcept for 30,000 or so "fundamentalists”
today (who still keep the ori ginal commandments of plural marriage) are damned!

Verse 53 says that Joseph Smith would be strengthened henceforth. That depends on one's
definition of "henceforth," as he was shot dead by his enemiesless than a year lateFhat usually
doesn't strengthen one.

Verse 54 threatens Emma Smith with destruction is she doesn't let Joseph have all of his wives
without complaint and acknowledge the divine origins of plural marriage. Emma neverdid these
things. She fought against the plural marriage doctrine; and yet she lived to ripe old age; and
Joseph was shot just months later. Emma was so opposed to polygamy, that she went off with
Joseph's son, Joseph Smith Ill and started the RLDS church, which denies that Smith ever taught
polygamy. That pretty well blows that prophecy out of the water!

23) THE "LAST TIME" THE MISSIONARIES WENT OUT

In D&C 33.3, (1830) a "revelation" given through Joseph: iFor behold, the field is white already to
harvest; and it is the eleventh hour, and the last timd shall call laborers into my vineyard." Now
this was in 1830, and it is quite evidently false for LDS missionaries are being "called" every day
to go on missions. If the last time missionaries, who are certainly laborers in the field of harvest if
anyone is, were to be calledwas 1830, then how can the LDS church call missionaries today and
believe this scripture to be true?

24) "SOME REVELATIONS ARE OF THE DEVIL"

In the work, An Address to All Believers in Chrisbavid Whitme r, (one of the "Three Witnessesto
the Book of Mormon) related that in the winter of 1829-1830, Joseph Smith sent Hiram Page and
Oliver Cowdery on a mission to Toronto, Canada to sell the copyright to the Book of Mormon.
This mission was ordered by a revelatiorthat Smith claimed he had received from God.

Unfortunately, both the mission and the revelation were utter failures. This is yet another false
prophecy. Oddly enough, when Smith was asked why the revelation had fallen to the ground, he
«HQTXLUHG RI WKH /RUG DERXW LW Ddalidh daetirangh the/sdoHel ROORZLQJ UH
Some revelations are of God: some revelations are of man: and some revelations are of the devil.'
So we see that the revelation to go to Toronto and sell the copyright was not of God, but of man."

But the question must be asked, if the "prophet” Joseph Smith cannot tell which of his revelations
are from God and which are not; why should we trust any of them? It is a very flimsy proposition
at best!

25) ANY NATIONS BOWING TO THE MORMON GOSPEL?
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D&C 49.9-10 (1831) gives us a flse prophecy, redolent with arrogance: "Wherefore, | say unto
you that | have sent unto you mine everlasting covenanéven that which was from the beginning.
And that which | have promised | have so fulfilled, and the nations of the earth shall bow to it;
and, if not of themselves, they shall come down, for that which is now exalted of itself shall be
laid low of power."

This "everlasting covenant pis term used constantly in Mormonism to refer to the LDS version of
the gospel and specifically to the idea of temple marriage. Now we have yet to see any nations
"bow" to the principles of the Mormon gospel, and it has been almost 160 years as of this writing,
since the prophecy was given.

In fact, since this prophecy, various governments (whether rightly or wr ongly) have driven the
Mormons out of various states, forced them to give up their doctrines of celestial plural marriage
and white racism, forbidden them to preach their weird gospel in many lands.

None of these governments or nations, including the US (which was the particular subject of
death curses from the LDS temples for almost a century) have been "brought low" for not bowing
down to Mormonism.

, 7+( /25" 3520,6( 7+( )$,7+)8/ $1' &$1127 /,(«

Joseph Smith prophesied in D&C 62.1,6, & 9 (1831) KDW «WKH IDLWKIXO DPRQJ \RX VKRXO!
preserved and rejoice together in the land of Missouri. |, the Lord promise the faithful, and
FDQQRW OLH« %YHKROG WKH NLQJGRP LV \RXUV $QG EHKROG DQG OR

There are some serious prollems with this prophecy as well. The "faithful" weren't preserved;
they did not rejoice together in Missouri (in fact, they were run out of the state); and the
"kingdom" was not theirs and God certainly did not appear to be with them. Official LDS history
shows how this prophecy failed!

27) WERE ALL THE PROMISES OF DOCTRINE & COVENANTS FULFILLED?

Even the celebrated first section of D&C (1831) does not emerge without a false prophecy of
massive proportions. Section 1, verse 37 states: "Search these commanadmts, for they are true
and faithful, and the prophecies and promises which are in them shall all be fulfilled."We have
already shown over twenty pladaghe D&C where the prophecies were not fulfilled. There are yet
more to come.

28) WAS JESUS LATE?
D& C 133.17 (1831) prophesies: "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, and make his paths straighfpr

the hour of his coming is nighThis prophecy was given nearly 160 years ago, and hasstill not
occurred. That is stretching the meaning of the word "nigh” to th e breaking point!

29) THE CIVIL WAR PROPHECY
This is a long one, but it needs to be looked at closely because the Mormons [especially the LDS

missionaries] like to claim this prophecy as one of Joseph Smith'strue prophecies, and it just
doesn'tbear closescrutiny!
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In D&C 87.18, (1832) we read: Verily, thus saith the Lor@oncerning the wars that will shortly
come to pass, beginning at the rebellion of South Carolina, which will eventually terminate in the
death and misery of many souls; And the time wil | come that war will be pour out upon all
nations, beginning at this place. For behold, the Southern States shall be divided against the
Northern States, and the Southern States will call on other nations, even the nation of Great
%ULWDLQ«DQG st/¢aHpankihed igatiéng) in order to defend themselves against other
nations; and thenwar shall be poured out upon all nations.

"And it shall come to pass, after many days, slaves shall rise up against their masters, who shall
be marshalled and disciplined for war. And it shall come to pass also that the remnants who are
left of the land will marshal themselves, and shall become exceedingly angry, and shall vex the
Gentiles with a sore vexation.

"And thus, with the sword and by bloodshed the inhabitants of the earth shall mourn; and with
famine, and plague, and earthquake, and the thunder of heaven, and the fierce and vivid
lightning also, shall the inhabitants of the earth be made to feel the wrath and indignation, and
chastening hand of an Almighty God until the consumption decreed hath made a full end of all
nations.

"That the cry of the saints, and the blood of the saints, shall cease to come up into the ears of the
Lord of Sabbath from the earth, to be avenged of their enemies. Wherefore, stand ye m holy
places, and be not moved, until the day of the Lord come; for behold it cometh quickly, saith the
Lord. Amen."

This prophecy was given on Christmas Day, 1832, in appearance almost 30 years before the Civil
War. Although the prophecy looks good on th e surface, it must be realized that at the time this
was brought forth, South Carolina was alreadyinvolved in many rebellious acts, and this fact was
available in the papers of the time. Congress had passed a tariff in July of 1832 that South
Carolina had declared unacceptable.

It was during the Christmas season that the nation's press expected and wrote about the
impending outbreak of civil war, beginning with this rebellion in South Carolina. Even the U.S.
Army was on alert. With these facts at hand, it didn't take much of a seer to predict the unfolding
events. Even a paper published by the Mormons themselves contained such news!

However, the war did not come to pa3se entire prophecy was shelved and never appeared again
during Joseph Smith's lifetim e. The first two editions of the History of the Churchdid not include it
even though it was in the original manuscript. It reappeared in 1852 when the war again seemed
imminent.

Aside from the dating problems, the scope of the prophecy is not in balance. In just one item, the
prophecy states that war would begin locally and pour out upon all nations and shall be the
direct cause of an international global war. Even the great World War | did not encompass all
nations, and it was 50 yearsafter the Civil War and had no possible relationship to it! This is a
definite false prophecy that did not come to pass.

Former Mormon Dick Baer has pointed out there are at least 20 elemenis this prophecy, and for

it to be a true prophecy, all of those elements would have to have come to pass. In human terms,
those odds are 1 in 1,048,5766a truly remarkable achievement, had Smith pulled it off.Obviously
he did not.
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In another example, verses 4 through 6 state that the slaves shall rise up, the remnants left in the
land shall rise up against the Gentiles (norrMormons) and the bloodshed, famines, plagues
(caused by this great war) shall bring with God's wrath, "...a full end of all nations.” This did not
happen. In fact, Smith only got two elements out of 20 right, and th ose were based on current
events and common sense. Sorry, this is a bad one!

30) PESTILENCE AND EARTHQUAKE IN THE US?

Here is an explicit false prophecy (1833) from official Church history: "And now | am prepared to

say by the authority of Jesus Chrighat not many years shall pass away before the United States

shall present such a scene of bloodshed as has not a parallel in the history of our nation;

pestilence, hail, famine, and earthquake shall sweep the wicked of this generatioffrom off the face

oftKH ODQG«IOHH WR =LRQ EHIRUH WKH RY Houthér®atd toie ViewRiXingJH RYHUWD
upon the earth whose eyes shall not be closed in death until they see all thesehlihd$ad spoken,

fulfilled."

Obviously, noneof these dire predictions have come to pass, and it has been over 150 years since
they were given. No one is now left alive from that generation. The scope of the warning was
centered on thegenerationin which the Mormons were still calling on their converts to leave their
homes, cities and countries and Come to Zion. They have long since stopped this mandatory
migration to the center of Mormonism. That generation had passed by before the end of the 19h
century.

31) DID ZION FAIL?

D&C 97.19-20 (1833) prophesies: "Surely, Zion$ the city of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall,
neither be moved out of her place, for God is there and the hand of the Lord is there; And he hath
VZRUQ E\ WKH SRZHU RI KLV PLIJIKW WR EH KHU VDOYDWLRQ«

This makes Smith a false prophet or God too weak to keep his promises. "Zion" fell and the
Mormons were driven out of Independence, MO in 1838 -39!

32) WAS ZION REDEEMED AFTER "A LITTLE SEASON?"

D&C 100.13, 15 (1833) states: "And now | give unto you a word concerning Zion.Zion shall be

redeemed althougheis chastened for a little seasodi. KHUHIRUH OHW \RXU KHDUWYVY EH FRPIR
things shall work together for good to them that walk uprightly, and to the sanctification of the

church.”

Again, over a century and a half has passed without this prophe cy coming to pass. That would be
stretching the idea of "a little season" beyond the point where the English language has any
meaning at all.

33) SEVENTY FIVE PERCENT WRONG?

In a letter to "the Exiled Saints in Missouri,” Joseph Smith declared: "Thereforethis is my counsel,
that you retain your lands [in Missouri], even unto the utmost, and employ every lawful means

to seek redress of your enemies; and pray to God day and night to return you in peace and safety
to the lands of your inheritance; and when t he judge fail you, appeal unto the executive; and
when the executive fail you; appeal to the president; and when the president fail you, and all
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things also fail you but God alone, and you continue to weary Him with your importunings, as

the poor woman did the unjust judge. He will not fail you to execute judgment upon your enemies, and
to avenge his own elect that cry unto Him day and ni@ahold, He will not fail you. He will come

with ten thousand of his saints, and all His adversaries shall be destyvith the breath of His lips

Unfortunately for the Mormons, none of these things came to pass; nor have they yet. They did
not retain their lands in Missouri. The god of Mormonism never destroyed their enemies; and in
fact those very same enemies drovethem out of the state! The only thing Smith got right was that
they would petition all the authorities and be turned down. 25% accuracy doesn't cut it according
to Deuteronomy 18:20-22.

34) THE MARCH OF ZION'S CAMP

In D&C 103.15ff, there is a prophecy concHUQLQJ =LRQ V &DPS ,W EHJLQV « Y % HKI
VD\ XQWR \RX WKH UHGHPSWLRQ RI =LRQ PXVW QHHGY FRPH E\ SRZHU
KHDUWYV IDLQW« Y OLQH DQJHOV VKDOO JR XS EHIRUH \RX DQG DOV
shall possess WKH JRRGO\ ODQG« Y $QG LQDVPXFK DV PLQH HQHPLHV FRP
you from my goodly land, which | have consecrated to be the land of Zion, even from your own

ODQEGV«\H VKDOO FXUVH WKHP DQG ZKRVRHYHU \H mdiirk , ZLOO FXU\
enemies."

Leaving aside for a moment the totally un-Biblicaltheology of all this (Jesus told us to pray for our
enemies, not to curse them; and nowhere does God ask His people to avengédim!), this is still a
failed prophecy. Zion's Camp was an armed crusade of Mormons sent out by "revelation” to go to
Missouri and rescue their fellow Latter -day Saints there. Actually, the march of Zion's Camp
failed miserably, and so did the prophecy of God's presence going before them and cursing their
enemies!

35) THE MOVE TO JACKSON COUNTY

,Q D OHWWHU WR WKH +LJK &RXQFLO -RVHSK 6PLWK GHFODUH
you such counsel as the Spirit of the Lord may dictatee \RX DUH WR KDYH WKH FKXUFKHV@ XV
effort to gather to those regions and locate themselves, to be in readiness to move into Jackson

County in two years from the eleventh of September next, which is the appointed time for the

redemption of Zior v

Well, the churches did not move into Jackson County on September 11, 836. Nor was "Zion"
redeemed at that time; as church history itself shows. Was the Holy Spirit wrong, or just Joseph?

36) THE KIRTLAND "ANTI -BANKING SOCIETY"

A false prophecy from the Latter-day Saint Messenger and Advocdfehis place [Kirtland, OH]
must be built up, and will be built up, and every brother that will take hold and help secure these
contracts [for land] shall be rich."

This one fell with a "crash!" The Mormons were driven out of Ohio and no -one became rich by
helping to secure those land mntracts. Ironically, most of the men who helped Smith lost their
shirts and Smith himself went bankrupt because of his "funny -money" scheme in the Kirtland
Anti -banking Society.
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37) NASA, PHONE JOSEPH SMITH!

Joseph Smith, not content with banking; alsotried his hand at exo-biology and astronomy. He
declared in 1837: "Inhabitants of the Moon are more of a uniform size than the inhabitants of the
Earth, being about 6 feet in height. They dress very much like the Quaker Style & and quite
general in Style, or the one fashion of dress. They live to be very old; coming generally near a
thousand years. This is the description of them as given by Joseph Smith the Seer.

Although Mormons will try and deny that Joseph Smith ever really taught this nonsense, they
will find it confirmed from Brigham Young; who also taught it; and added that there were people
alsoliving in the sun! Obviously, modern science has condemned these prophecies to the ashcan
of bad science fiction!

38) THAT POOR TEMPLE IN MISSOURI!

Another prophecy about the temple being built in Missouri is in D&C 115.1, 7 -12:verily, thus saith

the Lord« /HW WKH FLW\ )DU :HVW EH D KRO\ DQG FRQVHFUDWHG ODQG X
most holy, for the ground upon which thou standest is holy. Therefor e | command you to build a

house unto me, for the gathering together of my saints, that they may worship me. And let there

be a beginning of this work, and a foundation, and a preparatory work this following

VXPPHU «7KXV OHW WKHP |UR P diigerbywviniiVit $hall beRfibisied, foobn Ehe U

cornerstone thereof unto the top thereof, until there shall not anything remain that is not

finished."

The temple has never been built, although the cornerstone was laid in 1838. Since this work has
been frustrated for over a century and a half, it must be a work of mennot of God (D&C 3.3). The
very best one can say about Joseph Smith and company is that they failed miserably in obeying
their god's commands.

39) THE MARCH TO JACKSON COUNTY

Joseph SmithisTXRWHG LQ 5HHG 3HFN V ODQXVFULSW DV SURSKHV\LQJ
years they [the Mormons] should march to Jackson County and there should not be a dog to open

his mouth against them." The Mormons didn't march into Jackson County by 18426in fact, they

still haven't.

40) THE "ASTONISHING" ANSON CALL?

An 1842 prophecy of Joseph $ith from the "Anson Call Diary [discussing the Rocky Mountains]

GHFODUHG WKDW «WKHUH DUH VRPH RI WKHVH VWDQGLQJ KHUH WKDV
O D Q G « 7 K Ariddth [Call], he shall go and assist in building cities from one end of the country

to the other and you shall perform as great a work as has ever been done by man, andhe nations

of the earth shall be astonistzedl many of them will be gathered in tha t land and assist in building

cities."

As it happens, Anson Call did assist in settling Millard County, Utah in the southern part of the
state. However, none of the "cities"” in that region are particularly large or noteworthy. Nor did
Call ever build citi es from one end of the country to the other. He did not do anything which
"astonished" the nations; nor did he do "as great a work as has ever been done by man."



41) JESUS' RETURN

Joseph Smith made this reference to the Second Coming of Jesus: "Were | gajnto prophesy, |
would say the end [of the world] would not come in 1844, 5 or 6, or in forty years. There are those
of the rising generation who shall not taste deathi Christ comes.

"l was once praying earnestly upon this subject, and a voice said unto me, "My son, if thou livest

until thou art eighty -five years of age, thou shalt see the face of the Son of Man." | was left to

draw my own conclusions concerning this, and | took the liberty to conclude that if | did live to

that time, He would make His appearance. But | do not say whether He will make His

appearance or | shall go where He is.l prophesy in the name of therd God, and let it be writtetihe

Son of Man will not come in the clouds of heaven till | am eifjiagyyears old."[48 years henaeabout
«@

Interestingly enough, this passage is taken from Smith's diary; and modern LDS "historians" have
removed the phrase "48 years hence or about 1890" because it so clearly demonstrates the falsity
of the prophecy .

Obviously, none of the "risi ng generation” ever saw Jesus' coming. Jesus certainly did not come in
"about 1890." A century has passed since that date; and Smith's prophecy lies dead and buried
along with that "rising generation."

42) THE POTSHERD PROPHECY

Although Mormons like to vau nt their patriotism, Joseph Smith was not very fond of the US
JRYHUQPHQW ,Q KH GHFODUHG «LI WKH JRYHUQPHQW
of citizens for its public treasury, cannot protect such citizens in their lives and property, it is an
old granny anyhow; and | _prophesy in the name of the Lord God of Istagéss the United States
redress the wrongs committed upon the Saints in the state of Missouri and punish the crimes
committed by her officers, that in a few years the governntewill be utterly overthrown and wasted,
DQG WKHUH ZLOO QRW EH VR PXFK DV D SRWVKHUG OHIW«

Congress failed to comply with Smith's demands. It did not protect the Mormons, and did not
redress the wrongs done against them. In spite of this; the congress wa never overthrown; and
the US government has never been destroyed, overthrown or wasted. After over 140 years, the
United States is the most powerful country in the World!

43) WARNING THE LAWLESS

In 1844, Joseph Smith made this "prophetic” threat: "I theefore warn the lawless not to be
precipitate in any interference in our affairs, for as sure as there is a God in Israad shall ride
triumphant over all oppression.” A little over a week after this prophecy, Smith was shot to death
by his enemies; andall the efforts of the Mormons in Nauvoo were brought to naught soon after
that.

44) DID SMITH "SWALLOW UP ALL OTHER BANKS?"
In The Millennial Star volume 19, p.343, Smith proclaimed that his Kirtland Anti -Banking Society

ZDV WR «VZDOORZ XI&."DA® s RalrkdistliskeD gbove, in False Prophecy #36;
Smith's bank failed miserably.
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45) NO PEACE SAVE IN ZION?

A statement of Joseph Smith's was published inCompendiunin 1882 on p.271 in which he
declared: "The time is soon coming when no man will have any peace but in Zion [Ind ependence,
MO.] and her stakes. More than 140 years have passed since that prophecy; and it's no more true
now, than it was then.

46) W.W. PHELPS JUST DIED TOO SOON!

"Joseph Smith prophesied by revelation that W.W.Phelps would not taste of death till Jesus came.
Often in private and in public, did Mr. Phelps boast to the saints of this blessing, given to him by
revelation and prophecy through Joseph.” However, Phelps died March 7, 1872. Another

blatantly false prophecy!

47) THAT WONDERFULLY "CORRECT" BOOK

Joseph Smith proclaimed this in 1841: "I told the brethren thatthe Book of Mormon was the most
correct of any boakn earth, and the keystone of our religipand a man would get nearer to God by
abiding its preceptshan by any other book?"

Now, if this is true, why have there been over 4,000 changes in the Book of Mormon since its 1830
publication; many of them substantive and significant? Can it still be "the most correct book" of
any on earth with that many errors? How doe s it compare to the Bible?

Without wanting to get into a lengthy discourse on just how reliable the Bible really is; consider
these simple facts: The New Testament, for example has abou20,000 lines of manuscrif it. It is
roughly the same size documernt as the Book of Mormon, which has around 25,800 lines in it (in
the 1830 edition). Playing the devil's advocate, we find that the New Testament has 0.5% (one
half of one percent) changesAT MOST in its text, between the oldest manuscripts we have, and
the present translations worst case scenario.

In applying the same math to the Book of Mormon, we find that its 4,000 changes produces a
change rate of 1%06twice that of the New Testament! This isextraordinarily badfor the Book of
Mormon when one considers that the New Testament has gone through hundreds of years
copying while the Book of Mormon has been supposedly sitting pristine in the ground on golden
plates and translated by the direct power of Gedrther, since its discovery, it has been completely
controlled for a mere 150+ years by "living prophets."

Think of that! The New Testament has managed to acquire only half the textual changes that the
Book of Mormon has, even though the NT has been in existence for nearly 2,000 years! In other

words, it means that in thirteen times the time span, the NT has at most 50% fewer corrections in
its text than the "most correct book."

Beyond that false prophecy, there is another element in the statement. Joseph Smith declared that
the Book of Mormon could draw folk s nearer to God through obeying its teachings than any

other book. However, absolutely none of the distinctive commands of the LDS church are in the
Book of Mormon; nor are any of its doctrines! In fact, the Book of Mormon teaches againstmost
points of LD S theology.
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Among other things, it teaches the Trinity (2 Nephi 31.21); that God was never a man, and that
He never changes (3 Nephi 24.6, Moroni 8.18); that plural marriage is incredibly evil (Jacob 2.22
27); that you are saved only through faith without works (Mosiah 3.18, 5.15); and that baptism for
the dead is worthless for you must be born again before death(Alma 34.32-35).

This means you could read the Book of Mormon and never have the foggiest idea of how the LDS
church teaches people must attaialtation!

48) "THE HOUR IS NIGH"

In D&C 29.9-10, (1830) Joseph Smith again prophesied: "For the houis nigh and the day soon at
handwhen the earth is ripe and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and |
will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hostghat wickedness should not be upon the earth; for the
hour is nigh and that which was spoken by mine apostles must be fulfilled; for as they spoke, so
shall it come to pass."

Any reasonable reading of the words "nigh" and isoont would in dicate Smith was prophesying
the coming of the Lord in his lifetime. Over 150 years and several generations have passed away
since Joseph Smith passed away and still this prophecy is unfulfilled.

49) THE "UTTER ABOLISHMENT" OF NEW YORK AND BOSTON

Another " threat" prophecy was given by Smith in D&C 84.114- «OHW WKH ELVKRS JR

unto the city of New York, also to the city of Albany, and also to the city of Boston and warn the

SHRSOH RI WKRVH FLWLHV ZLW Kf thékébolatoX ahGieRabaliskniend [Rit] S H O «

which await them if they do reject these thirfgar if they do reject these things the hour of their

MXGIJPHQW LV QLJK DQG WKHLU KRXVH VKDOO EH OHIW XQWR WKHP Gt
put forth my hand to exert the powers of heaven; ye cannot see it now, yeta little while and ye shall

see itand know that | am, and that | will come and reign with my people.”

Now none of these cities ever listened to the LDS gospel to any measurable extenat all during
Smith's lifetime in fact, they rejected; and even now, the LDS church represents a very tiny
minority in these urban centers. Yet these cities never suffered "desolation and utter abolishment"
for their failure to heed the LDS gospel. The prophecy failed.

50) THE KEYS, THE KEYS, WHO HAS THE KEYS?

Aratherself-VHUYLQJ SURSKHF\ DSSHDUV LQ ' & «UHEHO QRW DJ
Joseph; for verily | say unto you, | am with him, and my hand shall be over him; and the keys
which | have given unto him, and also to you ward, shall not be taken from him till | come."

This revelation was given to Thomas B. Marsh, at the time the head of the Twelve Apostles. (see
False Prophecy #15 above). The problems with it are twofold. First, Smith was murdered in 1844
and the Lord hadn't come. That meant that the keys had to have been taken from him, or else
Brigham Young would not have had them and would have been a false successor.

The Mormon might say, "Well, the promise is alsoto youward," meaning the recipient of the
revelation, Marsh." However, that cannot be true, because surely the Lord would have known
that 2 years later Marsh would be excommunicated and have any and all keys of the priesthood
stripped from him.(see #15). Although Marsh did rejoin the church, he never again was an
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apostle nor held the "keys" that this prophecy promised he would hold until Jesus came again. So
both Joseph Smith and Thomas Marsh failed to retain the keys promised.

51) WAS LYMAN WIGHT RIGHT?

Although not as directly involving Smith as the previ ous 50 prophecies have, this incident in 1831

during an ordination ceremony of Lyman Wight done by Smith shows that he taught and

believed that Jesus would come within a generation: "The Spirit of the Lord fell upon Joseph in an

unusual manner, and he prop hesied that John the Revelator was then among the Ten Tribes of

,VUDHO«+H SURSKHVLHG PDQ\ PRUH WKLQJV , KDYH QRW ZULWWHQ $IV
hands upon Lyman Wight and ordained him to the High Priesthood, after the holy order of God.

And the Spirit fell upon Lyman and he prophesied concerning the coming of Christ. He said that

there were some in the congregation that should live until the Savior should descend from heaven with a

shout,with all the holy angels with him."

As we have had to observe many times before here, all the people of that generation have been in
their graves for years. And Jesus hasn't come. According to the Bible, if Joseph Smith had
disagreed with Lyman's prophecy, or felt he was off -base; he should have corrected him
especially since he was the "senior prophet", rather than let false teaching go abroad into the
congregation while he was present.(1 Cor.14:29) Smith was not usually shy about rebuking those
he disagreed with, and he let this prophecy stand, primarily bec ause it agreed with several of his
own.

« <($56 6+28/" :,1' 83 7+( 6&(1(

Here is an example of Smith's own prophecies of the Second Coming from 1835 with which the
above prophecy agreed: "President [Joseph] Smith then stated that the meeting had leen called,
becauseGod had commanded it; and it was made known to him by vision and by the HolyHgpthen
gave a relation of some of the circumstances attending us while journeying to Zionoéour trials and
VXITHULQJIJV«>WKDW ZH VKR X @he @neyhRl fbRthEWakt tidR 0B thiexcQniing of the
Lord was nighbeven 56 years should wind up the scene."

Now 56 years would make the year of the Lord's coming 1891, which would agree with all of the
preceding prophecies on this subject, but which wou ld disagree with reality and history!

Smith later added that if he met with a violent end, the scene would wind up a good ten years
earlier. Well, 1881 and 1891 came and went without the return of Christ. Another specific test of
exact prophecy and another failure.

53) HAS THE MORMON CHURCH BEEN REJECTED?

In D&C 124.27-36, (1841) through Joseph Smith, the god of Mormonism gave an ultimatum to the

/'6 SHRSOH LQ 1DXYRR ,/ LQ WKH IRUP RI WKLV SuUW&SdoirhF\ FRPPDQGPHC(
name, for the Most Hig h to dwell in. For there is not a place found on earth that he may come to and

restore again that which was lost unto you, or which he hath taken away, evelntssof the

priesthood« Y | command youall ye my saints, to build a house unto me; and | grant unto you

a sufficient time to build a house unto me; and during this time your baptisms shall be acceptable

unto me. But behold, at the end of this appointmeryipur baptisms for the dead shall not be acceptable

unto me and if you do not these things at the end of the appointment ye shall be rejected as a church,

with your deadsaith the Lord Gad
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Now bear in mind again the principle of D&C 3.3, that if a work is frustrated it is of men. The
Mormon people did not build the temple in Nauvoo, IL in anywhere near the "end of the
appointment.” In fact, the temple was still unfinished when Smith was shot in 1844! Even some
Mormon historians doubt that the temple was everfinished before it was burned to the ground by
mobs. Obviously, the building of the temple was not the work of God then; which makes this
whole prophecy false!

This means that all the work which the LDS church has been doing for the dead is unacceptable
to their god. Either this prophecy is false, or else the LDS church should "be rgected as a church.”
Which is it, reject the prophet or reject the church? Either one pulls the whole house of cards
down!

FINALLY , we felt we might bring this rather dreary litany of godless failures to a close with
some of the few prophecies Joseph Smith actually got right!

1) Boastful Prophets

In D&C 3.4 ( given in 1828), we find this: "For although a man may have many revelations, and
have power to do many mighty works, yet if he boasts in his own strength, and sets at naught the
counsels of Goa@nd follows after the dictates of his own will and carnal desires, he must fall and
incur the vengeance of a just God upon him.."

Now bear that prophecy in mind, as we move ahead several years to 1844. In May of that year,

Smith proclaimed this: " | have more tboast of than any man ever hadm the only man that has

HYHU EHHQ DEOH WR NHHS D FKXUFK WRJHWKHU VLQFH WKH GD\V RI $(
Jesus ever did it.] boastthat no man ever did such a work as I. The followers of Jesus ran away

from him; but the Latter -day Saints never ran away from me yet."

Just 30 days from making that boast, on June 27, 1844; Joseph Smith was murdered by a mob in
Carthage jail. He fell, and incurred the vengeance of a just God upon himself. Of course, that is
not how our LDS friends see it; but at least this time, Joseph got it right!

2) Porter Rockwell

Joseph Smith promised Orrin Porter Rockwell, his bodyguard and the great "Destroying Angel"
that no bullet or blade in the hands of his enemies would harm him if he remained loyal, true to
his faith and did not cut his hair. Rockwell kept his hair long and through thirty five years of
fighting and countless enemies, died in bed after a hard night of drinking.

3) One More On Christ's Return

On March 10, 1844 Smith sid that the Second Coming of Christ would NOT be that year or for
the next 40 years. He was right.

4) Good and Evil
Joseph Smith said that the Angel Moroni told him that "my name should be had for good and evil

among all nations, kindreds and tongues, or that it should be both good and evil spoken of [me]
among all people." While the "all nations, Kindreds and tongues" may be a bit presumptuous,
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since the LDS church has only reached around 100 kindreds and tongues worldwide, surely
wherever Mormonism has appeared, both good and evil is spoken about Smith.

5) Inspired Version Bible

Joseph Smith said that it was not the Lord's will that the Inspired Version of the New Testament
portion of the Bible be published in Newspapers. He said that the Inspired New Te stament and
the Book of Mormon would be printed together. The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints printed and issued the two books together in 18921893 and thereby fulfilled the
prophecy.

© 1991, Saints Alive in Jesus.
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Official Timeline Proven Timeline

1805 Joseph Smith was born in 1805 Joseph Smith was born in
$aron, Vermont Sharon, Vermont

-RVHSK{V IDPLO\ PRYHV WR
Palmyra, New York -RVHSK{V IDPLO\ PRYHV WR
Palmyra, New York
1818 Family moves to Manchester,
New York

1820 revival Smith age 14
1820 First Vision with the Father
DQG -HVXV *RG VDLG 3GR QRW
join any religion, they are all
FRUUXSW’

1823 Visit from Moroni 1823 Family moves to Manchester,
New York per tax records

1824 Revival per Presbyterian and
Methodist church records
1824 First Vision

1826 Joseph Smith arrested for fraud
per trial records

1827 Joseph receives plates and 1827 Visit from Moroni
begins to translate
1828 Joseph Joins Methodist Church
1829 Joseph received plates and
begins to translate?
1830 Book of Mormon published 1830 Book of Mormon published
1830 Church started 1830 Church Started
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As you can see, there is a huge difference between the two as far as dates are concerned.
This leads us to believe one of two things.

1. Either Joseph was not telling the trathfar as the times and dates were
concerned.
2. Or Joseph did not have an accurate recollection of the events.

IF THE LATTER IS TRUE THEN HOW CAN WE TRUST JOSEPHS MEMORY IN
REGARDS TO HIS FIRST AND SECOND VISION STORIES?

TAX RECORDS SHOW THAT JOSEPH DINOT MOVE TO MANCHESTER
UNTILL 1823. IF JOSEPH DID NOT LIVE IN MANCHESTER THEN HE

&28/'197 +$9( +$' +,6 ),567 9,6,21 ,1 1 7+()25(67 1($5 7+(
MANCHESTER HOUSE.

ANOTHER DISCREPENCY IS THE FACT THAT THERE WAS NO REVIVAL IN
1820.

-26(3+96 2)),&,$BIONBTATES THAT IN 1820 IN THE PALMYRA AREA
3¥5($7 08/7,78'(6 81,7(" 7+(06(/9(6 72 7+( ',))(5(17
RELIGIOUS PARTIES INCLUDING THE METHODISTS, PRESBYTERIANS, AND
%$37,676"

THE REVIVAL DID NOT TAKE PLACE IN 1820. IT ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE
IN 1824. CHURCHR &25'6 6+2: 7+$7 7+( 35(6%<7(5,$16 ','117
HAVE A REVIVAL IN 1820. BAPTISTS GAINED ONLY SIX IN 1820, AND THE
METHODISTS LOST 23 MEMBERS IN 1819, SIX IN 1820, AND 40 IN 1821.

HOWEVER IN 1824 THE REVIVAL ADDED 99 PRESBYTERIANS, 94 BAPTISTS,
AND 208 METHODISTS.

ITIS CLEAR THAT THE REVIVAL TOOK PLACE IN 1824 AND NOT IN 1820.

ITIS ALSO CURIOUS THAT JOSEPH WAS ARRESTED IN 1826 ON CHARGES OF
FRAUD. THIS IS AFTER HIS VISION OF FATHER GOD, JESUS, AND THE
ANGEL MORONI.

IN HIS VISION WITH FATHER GOD AND JESUS J8EPH TELLS US THAT GOD
COMMANDED HIM NOT TO JOIN ANY RELIGION. GOD SAID THAT THEY
WERE ALL CORRUPT. BUT IF YOU LOOK, IN 1828 JOSEPH JOINED THE
METHODIST CHURCH. WE ARE LEFT TO WONDER WHY HE DISOBEYED
GOD.
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Joseph the Seer

Was Joseph Smith a common Thug? Joseph, as a young man found a seer stone and
used it to treasure hunt. He lied to and told people that he could see hidden

treasures under the ground with his stone. He cheated people out of their money one

man in particular who pressed charges. On Marc h 20 1826 he was arrested and
found guilty in court on the charges of disorderly and an imposture. He also told

tales of talking with Ghosts with Blood dripping from their eyes.

How did Joseph Smith translate the supposed ancient record he foundiit?the
The eyewitnesses to the translation process of the Book of Mormon seem to oe
describing a magical event. Joseph Smith would put a stone in his hat and then the
translation” of the plates would appear on the stone. Smith's wife, Emma related:
'In writing for your father, | frequently wrote day after day, often sitting at the table
close to him, he sitting withis face buried in his hat, with the stone in itand

dictating [the Book of Mormon] hour after hour with nothing between s 'Guoted
in Creation of the Book of Mormon, by LaMar Peterson, p.25)

he Smith family's involvement with the occult goes back a number of years

before the Book of Mormon was "tra nslated" and printed in 1830. Michael

Marquardt and Wesley Walters relate the beginnings of the Smith's magical

practices: "When Joseph Smith recalled his money -digging activities for his
fficial history, he wrote only about searching for a lost mine in 1 825 for Josiah
towell. But contemporary records suggest that this had been one of the Smith

amily occupations in the Palmyra/ Manchester era since the early 1820s. For
xample, Joshua Stafford of Manchester recalled that he "became acquainted




with the fa mily of Joseph Smith, Sen. about the year 1819 or 20.

They then were laboring people, in low circumstances. A short time after this,

they commenced digging for hidden treasures.. and told marvelous stories
about ghosts, hob  -goblins, caverns, and various ot her mysterious matters."
Willard Chase, another friend of the family, similarly recalled, "I became

acquainted with the Smith family.. in the year 1820. At that time they were

engaged inthe money digging business. "™ (Inventing Mormonism, Marquardt
and Wal ters, p.64)

As early as 1822 Joseph Smith was connected with the magic "seer

stone" he found while digging a well for Mr. Chase. Joseph and his father

later joined with a group of men to search for buried treasures, aided by
Smith's stone. In 1825, after h  earing of Smith's powers, Josiah Stowell came
to Palmyra to hire the Smiths to help him look for a silver mine in Pennsylvania.

'As a young man Joseph Smith not only labored on his family's farm, but he
also worked "in blessing crops, finding lost articles , predicting future events or
prophesying, and using divine rods and seer stones."

Smith's mother relates that Mr. Stowell specifically sought out Joseph Smith ¢
his special powers. Lucy Smith wrote: "A short time before the house was

completed [1825], a man by the name of Josiah Stoal came from Chenango
New York, with the view of getting Joseph to assist him in digging for a silver

He came to Joseph on account of having heard that he possessed certain
means by which he could discern things invisible to the natural eye."

(Biographical Sketches, Lucy Smith, pp.91 -92, as quoted in Early Mormon
documents, Vol.1, p. 309)

This subject is further explored in LaMar Peterson's new book, The
Creation of the Book of Mormon : "Lucy [Joseph Smith's mother]

ue to

country,
mnine.

provided an even more revealing glimpse into the Smith family's involvement in
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magical abracadabra and other aspects of folk magic: Let not the reader

suppose t hat because | shall pursue another topic for a season that we stop our

labor and went at trying to win the faculty of Abrac [,] drawing Magic

circles or sooth saying [sic] to the neglect of all kinds of business. We
never during our lives suffered one impo rtant interest to swallow up every other
obligation but whilst we worked with our hands we endeavored to remember the

service & welfare of our souls.

@D

Joseph Smith Jwas wearing this medallion when he was shot while in jail. Th
astrological sign on this medallion is Jupiter, the planet, the planet which is
supposed to bring riches. The rest of the symbolism is used in rituals while
practicing witchcratft.

The Bib OH KDV WKLV WR VD\« WKRX VKDOW QRW OHDUQ WR GR DIWH
those nations. There shalt not be found among you any one that . . . uses divination,

or is an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter

with familiar spirits [demons], or a wizard, or a necromancer [one who

communicates with the dead]. For all that do these things are an abomination unto

the LORD.
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The arrest ofosephsmith
State of New York v. Joseph Smith.

Warrant issued upon written complaint upon oath of Peter G. Bridgeman, who informed
that one Joseph Smith of Bainbridge was a disorderly person and an impostor.

Prisoner brought before Court March 20, 1826. Prisoner examined: says that he came
from the town of Palmyra, and had been at the house of Josiah Stowel in Bainbridge most
of time since; had small gaof time been employed in looking for mines, but the major

part had been employed by said Stowel on his farm, and going to school. That he had a
certain stone which he had occasionally looked at to determine where hidden treasures in
the bowels of the eth were; that he professed to tell in this manner where gold mines
were a distance under ground, and had looked for Mr. Stowel several times and had
informed him where he could find these treasures, and Mr. Stowel had been engaged in
digging for them. Thieat Palmyra he pretended to tell by looking at this stone where

coined money was buried in Pennsylvania, and while at Palmyra had frequently
ascertained in that way where lost property was of various kinds; that he had occasionally
been in the habit of tdking through this stone to find lost property for three years, but of
late had pretty much given it up on account of its injuring his health, especially his eyes,
making them sore; that he did not solicit business of this kind, and had always rather
declned having anything to do with this business.

Josiah Stowel sworn: says that prisoner had been at his house something like five
months; had been employed by him torkvon farm part of time; that he pretended to

have skill of telling where hidden treasures in the earth were by means of looking through
a certain stone; that prisoner had looked for him sometimes; once to tell him about money
buried in Bend Mountain indhnsylvania, once for gold on Monument Hill, and once for

a salt spring; and that he positively knew that the prisoner could tell, and did possess the
art of seeing those valuable treasures through the medium of said stone; that he found the
[word illegible] at Bend and Monument Hill as prisoner represented it; that prisoner had
looked through said stone for Deacon Attleton for a mine, did not exactly find it, but got

a p--[word unfinished] of ore which resembled gold, he thinks; that prisoner had told by
means of this stone where a Mr. Bacon had buried money; that he and prisoner had been
in search of it; that prisoner had said it was in a certain root of a stump five feet from
surface of the earth, and with it would be found a tail feather; that saielStod

prisoner thereupon commenced digging, found a tail feather, but money was gone; that he
supposed the money moved down. That prisoner did offer his services; that he never
deceived him; that prisoner looked through stone and described Josiah Stousd's

and outhouses, while at Palmyra at Simpson Stowel's, correctly; that he had told about a
painted tree, with a man's head painted upon it, by means of said stone. That he had been
in company with prisoner digging for gold, and had the most impdith in prisoner's

skill.

Arad Stowel sworn: says that he went to see whether prisoner could convince him that he
possessed the skill he professed to have, uporhwhigoner laid a book upon a white

cloth, and proposed looking through another Stone which was white and transparent, hold
the stone to the candle, turn his head to book, and read. The deception appeared so
palpable that witness went off disgusted.
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McMaster sworn: says he went with Arad Stowel, and likewise came away disgusted.
Prisoner pretended to him that he could discover objects at a distance by holding this
white stone to the sun or candle; that prisoner rather declined looking into a hat at his
darkcoloredstone, as he said that it hurt his eyes.

Jonathan Thompson sayst prisoner was requested to look for chest of money; did

look, and pretended to know there it was; and that prisoner, Thompson, and Yeomans
went in search of it; that Smith arrived at spot first; was at night; that Smith looked in hat
while there, and wén very dark, told how the chest was situated. After digging several
feet, struck upon something sounding like a board or plank. Prisoner would not look
again, pretending that he was alarmed on account of the circumstances relating to the
trunk being burid, [which] came all fresh to his mind. That the last time he looked he
discovered distinctly the two Indians who buried the trunk, that a quarrel ensued between
them, and that one of said Indians was killed by the other, and thrown into the hole beside
thetrunk, to guard it, as he supposed. Thompson says that he believes in the prisoner's
professed skill; that the board which he struck his spade upon was probably the chest, but
on account of an enchantment the trunk kept settling away from under them when
digging, that notwithstanding they continued constantly removing the dirt, yet the trunk
kept about the same distance from them. Says prisoner said that it appeared to him that
salt might be found at Bainbridge, and that he is certain that prisoner canttiags by
means of said stone. That as evidence of the fact prisoner looked into his hat to tell him
about some money witness lost sixteen years ago, and that he described the man that
witness supposed had taken it, and the disposition of the money:

And therefore the Court find the Defendant guilty. Costs: Warrant, 19c. Complaint upon
oath, 25 1/2c. Seven witnesses, 87 1/2c. Recognisances [sic], 25c. Mittimus, 19c
Recognisances [sic] of witnesses, 75c. Subpoena; $868.

Chenango County to Albert Neely, Jr.

People Assault & Battery
VS.
Brazee [?]
Trial at G.A. Leadbetter's [?]
Same Justices
VS. James Humphrey
Peter Brazee [?] Zechariah Tarbil [Tarble?]
Same Albert Neely
VS. To my fees in trial

John Sheman [?]

of above cause 3.68

People Assault & Battery

VS. To my fees in the cause 1.99
Samuel May

March 22, 1826
Same Misdemeanor

VS

Joseph Smith
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The Glass Looker To my fees in examination

March 20, 1826 of the above cause 2.68
Same
VS. Champerty
Newel Evans [?] To examination of above cause 2.18
Same
VS. Assault & Battery
Josiah Evans To my fees in above cauge 1.46
Sane
VS. Petit Larceny
Robert Darnell [?] To fees in above cause 1.85
October 3, 1826
Same Assault & Battery
VS.
Ira Church to fees in above cause 2.53
Nov 9, 1826 Albert Neely, Just. Of Peace $1637

The other bill was that of the constable in the case, Philip De Zeng, which states
only the year 1826 and lists thirty plus lines of billed services, presumably
rendered during that year. The relevardgage states as follows:

Serving Warrant on Joseph Smith & travel 1.25
Subpoenaing 12 Witnesses & travel 2.50
Attendance with Prisoner two days & 1 night 1.75
Notifying two Justices 1.2
10 miles travel with Mittimus to take him 1.2 0

Before considering these bills and what Reverend Walters (their discoverer)
claims they tell us vigrvis the accounts of the trial previously published, let us
first consider the la in force in New York in 1826.

The 1826 Trial

Joseph Lewis said that Joseph Smith should not be kept on the Methodist Class
roll because he was a "practicing necromancer" and "dealer in enchantments and

bleeding ghosts." On March 20, 1826, Joseph Smit h was brought to trial for

deceiving people into thinking he could find buried treasures by looking through a

certain stone. He was charged court costs of $2.68 by Justice Albert Neely. ( Fraser's
Magazine , February, 1873, Vol. VII, pp. 229 -230). LDS author , Francis Kirkham did

not believe the report in Fraser's magazine and challenged it by writing:

If such a court record confession could be identified and proved, then it follows that

his believers must deny his claimed divine guidance which led them to fol low him...
How could he be a prophet of God, the leader of the Restored Church to these tens

of thousands if he had been the superstitious fraud which 'the pages of a book'
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declared he confessed to be? (A New Witness for Christ in America , Vol. |, pp. 486

487).

And on p. 386 of the same volume, he declared, "No such record was ever made."
But Wesley Walters found it in the basement of the Chenango County jail in Norwich,
New York! Photo copies of it are available from Utah Lighthouse Ministry.

Kirkh am knew that Joseph Smith claimed the angel Moroni visited him annually
from 1823 until 1827 when he received the gold plates and translated them by the
gift and power of God. He also knew that angel visits and using magic stones to find
buried treasure do  not belong together. Jesus also said, "No man can serve two
Masters; for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and Mammon" (Matt. 6:24).

".. LDS Church writers were extreme ly reluctant to recognize its authenticity as it
seems that such examinations before a justice of the peace were not usually
recorded. Also the fact that it was published through the instrumentality of Episcopal

Bishop Daniel S. Tuttle did not enhance its value. In 1961 Hugh W. Nibley, professor

of history and religion at Brigham Young University, explained the seriousness of the
alleged trial.

"You knew its immense value as a weapon against Joseph Smith if its authenticity

could be established..  if this co urtrecord is authentic, it is the most damming
evidence in existence against Joseph Smith.

"The first part and conclusion of the court record published by Bishop Tuttle is here
reproduced, which indicates that young Joseph admitted to using his seer st
search for lost property, buried coins, hidden treasures, and gold mines:
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People of the State of New York vs. Joseph Smith.

Warrant issued upon oath of Peter G. Bridgman, who informed that one Joseph

Smith of Bainbridge was a disorderly person and an imposture. Prisoner brought
into court March 20 (1826). Prisoner examined. Says that he came from town of
Palmyra, and had been at the house of Josiah Stowell in Bain bridge most of time
since; had small part of time been looking for mines, but the major part had been

employed by said Stowell on his farm, and going to school; that he had a certain
stone, which was he had occasionally looked at to tell in this manner whe re gold -
mines were a distance under ground, and had looked for Mr. Stowell several times,

and informed him there he could find those treasures, and Mr. Stowell had been

engaged in digging for them; that at Palmyra he pretended to tell, by looking at

this stone, where coined money was buried in Pennsylvania, while at Palmyra
he had frequently ascertained in that way where lost property was, of various kinds;

that he has occasionally been in the habit of looking through this stone  to find lost
property for three years, but of late had pretty much given up on account its

injuring his health, especially his eyes - made them sore; that he did not solicit
business of this kind, and had always rather declined having anything to do with this

business. And thereupo  n the Court finds the defendant guilty...

"Recent discoveries have confirmed the reality of the 1826 pre -trial examination of
‘Joseph Smith The Glass Looker' before Albert Neely, a justice of the peace.” (The
Creation of the Book of Mormon, LaMar Petersen, Freethinker Press, 1998, pp.29 -32)
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The Stolen Manuscript:
The lost 116 Pages of the Book of Mormon

The Stolen Manuscript.
This event, as related by Mr. Smit h's friends, is something like this:

Mr. Martin Harris, who was employed as Mr. Smith's scribe at the beginning of the
translation, had written out with his own hand 116 pages of manuscript. By long and
persistent coaxing, and the most faithful promise s of secrecy, he secured Mr. Smith's
permission to carry said manuscript to his own house for his wife's inspection 2a
woman who is accredited with a very bad temper. Before the precious treasure was
returned to its owner, a sad domestic quarrel so thorough ly provoked Mrs. Harris,
that in an evil hour she put the manuscript forever out of the way. The general belief
was that she burned it. But the prophet Joseph evidently was afraid she had not ,
but had secretly hid it, for the purpose of entrapping him, sho uld he ever attempt to
reproduce the pages. If the work was really of God, the manuscript could be
reproduced word for word without a mistake. If, however, Joseph inspired it himself,
his memory would hardly be adequate to such a task, without numberless ¢ hanges
or verbal differences 2 and thus "give himself away," since he loudly professed to be
all the time aided "by the gift and power of God."

The result was, that, in time, God gave Joseph a lengthy revelation. In it God
supposedly told Joseph that Sat an had put it into the hearts of the enemies of the
truthto alter the words of that stolen manuscript so that should Mr. Smith
reproduce them, they would lie about it, and say the two did not match.

God chastised him by taking the plates that contain ed the missing pages away
from Joseph Smith for a time, the gift of translation, and also possession of the
plates and Urim and Thummim; but through sincere repentance, he was received

again into the favor of the Lord.. The Lord revealed this plot to Josep h Smith, and
warned him not to translate again Moroni's abridgment of the Book of Lehi 2 which
comprised so much of the manuscript as had been entrusted to Harris. It was

because the men that had taken them would change the words and lie about it and

say tha t Joseph could not recreate the translation. On the contrary, he was

commanded to translate what are called in the Book of Mormon the "Smaller Plates

of Nephi," and let that stand in the place of the translation of the Book of Lehi which

Harris had lost..  and that is after all a great deal better and more desirable than
the stolen record: He reveled to Joseph that there is another record he may use,

abridged not by Mormon but by Nephi,

Now several questions naturally come to mind.

1. HOW could Satan  so easily circumvent the Lord? The golden plates from which
these 116 pages were translated had been preserved for 1400 years by the special
providence of God 2 been carefully translated by the gift and power of God. But now,
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after all this trouble and pain s, the Lord is beaten by a wrathful woman, and all this
trouble, labor and watch care proves "love's labor lost" !

2. HOW does it happen that neither God himself nor his angel found out Mr. Smith
was translating the  wrong plates until Martin Harris sto  le those 116 pages?

3. If Joseph Smith was making a sad blunder in translating a second - rate,
discarded set of plates,  why should the Lord so terribly scold him and punish him for
letting Mr.  Harris take that manuscript home 2 since it was the best thing that could

have happened for the cause of truth?

4. Does the Lord Himself come out of this affair entirely unscathed? Either He
made a mistake in the first instance, and had to back out and do His work over
again 2 or he perpetrated a fraud in the secon d case, a trick, a silly trick that has not
even the merit of being a sharp one, so "thin," in fact, that no special acuteness is
required to see through it.

%XW QRZ GHDU UHDGHU DIWHU OHDUQLQJ DOO WKHVH IDFWV GRHYV
reasonJo VHSK GLG QRW UHWUDQVODWH WKH SODWHV LV EHFDXVH KH FR>
he wrote?

Doctrine and Covenants Section 10

Section 10

Date: Summer 1828

Place: Harmony, Pennsylvania
To: Joseph Smith

1 Now, behold, I say unto you, that because you delivered up those writings
which you had power given unto you to translate by the means of the Urim and
Thummim, into the hands of a wicked man, you have lost them.

2 And you also lost your gift at the same time, and your mind became darkened.

3 Neverthele ss, itis now restored unto you again; therefore see that you are
faithful and continue on unto the finishing of the remainder of the work of translation
as you have begun.

4 Do not run faster or labor more than you have strength and means provided to
enable you to translate; but be diligent unto the end.

5 Pray always, that you may come off conqueror; yea, that you may conquer
Satan, and that you may escape the hands of the servants of Satan that do uphold
his work.
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6 Behold, they have sought t o destroy you; yea, even the man in whom you have
trusted has sought to destroy you.

7 And for this cause | said that he is a wicked man, for he has sought to take
away the things wherewith you have been entrusted; and he has also sought to
destroy you r gift.

8 And because you have delivered the writings into his hands, behold, wicked men
have taken them from you.

9 Therefore, you have delivered them up, yea, that which was sacred, unto
wickedness.

10 And, behold, Satan hath put it into thei r hearts to alter the words which you
have caused to be written, or which you have translated, which have gone out of
your hands.

11 And behold, | say unto you, that because they have altered the words, they
read contrary from that which you translated and caused to be written;

12 And, on this wise, the devil has sought to lay a cunning plan, that he may
destroy this work;

13 For he hath put into their hearts to do this, that by lying they may say they
have caught you in the words which you have pretended to translate.

14 Verily, | say unto you, that | will not suffer that Satan shall accomplish his evil
design in this thing.

15 For behold, he has put it into their hearts to get thee to tempt the Lord thy
God, in asking to translate it ov er again.

16 And then, behold, they say and think in their hearts 2 We will see if God has
given him power to translate; if so, he will also give him power again;

17 And if God giveth him power again, or if he translates again, or, in other
words, if he bringeth forth the same words, behold, we have the same with us, and
we have altered them;

18 Therefore they will not agree, and we will say that he has lied in his words, and
that he has no gift, and that he has no power;

19 Therefore we will  destroy him, and also the work; and we will do this that we
may not be ashamed in the end, and that we may get glory of the world.

20 Verily, verily, | say unto you, that Satan has great hold upon their hearts; he
stirreth them up to iniquity against t hat which is good,;

21 And their hearts are corrupt, and full of wickedness and abominations; and
they love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil; therefore they will
not ask of me.



22 Satan stirreth them up, that he may lead thei r souls to destruction.

23 And thus he has laid a cunning plan, thinking to destroy the work of God; but |
will require this at their hands, and it shall turn to their shame and condemnation in
the day of judgment.

24 Yea, he stirreth up their hear ts to anger against this work.

25 Yea, he saith unto them: Deceive and lie in wait to catch, that ye may destroy;
behold, this is no harm. And thus he flattereth them, and telleth them that it is no
sin to lie that they may catch a manin a lie, that t hey may destroy him.

26 And thus he flattereth them, and leadeth them along until he draggeth their
souls down to hell; and thus he causeth them to catch themselves in their own
snare.

27 And thus he goeth up and down, to and fro in the earth, seek ing to destroy the
souls of men.

28 Verily, verily, | say unto you, woe be unto him that lieth to deceive because he
supposeth that another lieth to deceive, for such are not exempt from the justice of
God.

29 Now, behold, they have altered these w ords, because Satan saith unto them:
He hath deceived you 2 and thus he flattereth them away to do iniquity, to get thee
to tempt the Lord thy God.

30 Behold, I say unto you, that you shall not translate again those words which
have gone forth out of you r hands;

31 For, behold, they shall not accomplish their evil designs in lying against those
words. For, behold, if you should bring forth the same words they will say that you
have lied and that you have pretended to translate, but that you have contr adicted
yourself.

32 And, behold, they will publish this, and Satan will harden the hearts of the
people to stir them up to anger against you, that they will not believe my words.

33 Thus Satan thinketh to overpower your testimony in this generatio n, that the
work may not come forth in this generation.

34 But behold, here is wisdom, and because | show unto you wisdom, and give
you commandments concerning these things, what you shall do, show it not unto the
world until you have accomplished the work of translation.

35 Marvel not that | said unto you: Here is wisdom, show it not unto the world 2
for | said, show it not unto the world, that you may be preserved.

36 Behold, I do not say that you shall not show it unto the righteous;
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37 But as you cannot always judge the righteous, or as you cannot always tell the
wicked from the righteous, therefore | say unto you, hold your peace until | shall see
fit to make all things known unto the world concerning the matter.

38 And now, verily I s ay unto you, that an account of those things that you have
written, which have gone out of your hands, is engraven upon the plates of Nephi;

39 Yea, and you remember it was said in those writings that a more particular
account was given of these things upon the plates of Nephi.

40 And now, because the account which is engraven upon the plates of Nephi is
more particular concerning the things which, in my wisdom, | would bring to the
knowledge of the people in this account 2

41 Therefore, you shal | translate the engravings which are on the plates of Nephi,
down even till you come to the reign of king Benjamin, or until you come to that
which you have translated, which you have retained;

42 And behold, you shall publish it as the record of Nephi ; and thus | will
confound those who have altered my words.

43 | will not suffer that they shall destroy my work; yea, | will show unto them
that my wisdom is greater than the cunning of the devil.

44 Behold, they have only got a part, or an abridg ment of the account of Nephi.

45 Behold, there are many things engraven upon the plates of Nephi which do
throw greater views upon my gospel; therefore, it is wisdom in me that you should
translate this first part of the engravings of Nephi, and send f orth in this work.

46 And, behold, all the remainder of this work does contain all those parts of my
gospel which my holy prophets, yea, and also my disciples, desired in their prayers
should come forth unto this people.
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Is Polygamy Part of Gods Plan for Marriage?

by Sandra Tanner

When God created humans He instituted His plan for marriage: one man should have
one wife. In Genesis 2:18 we read:

"And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him
an helpmeet for him."

Verse 22 relates the creation of Eve, again showing that there was to be just one
woman for each man. Verse 24 states:

"Therefore shalh man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleavehiatwife;
and they shall beneflesh.”

The first mention of polygamy in the Bible is Genesis 4:19:

"And Lamech [a descendant of Cain] took unto him two wives..."

If there was ever a justification for polygamy it would seem to have been needed when
Adam and Eve were to populatestearth. Yet we see the pattern of just one woman and
one man.

The same pattern is carried out by Noah at the time of the Ark (Genesis 7:7). Noah
took his one wife into the ark. Again, if polygamy were ordained of God, why didn't He
tell Noah to takedditional wives to repopulate the earth faster?

God instructed Moses that the kings of Israel were to have only one wife:

"Neither shall he multiply wives to himsethat his heart turn not away." Deut.
17:17

This is exactly what happened wBolomon. We read in | Kings 11:4:

"For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, ltisatvives turned away his heart
after other gods and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart
of David his father.”

David's heart was rig with God because he did not turn to other gods, not because he
practiced polygamy.

LDS will sometimes point to 2 Samuel 12:8 to prove that David's wives were approved
by God. But that verse indicates that he inherited Saul's wives, not that Diaatlyac
married them by God's appointment. It was the custom of the time for the succeeding
ruler to receive all of the prior ruler's property and women. This is not a proof that God
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intends people to practice polygamy. It is contrary to the pattern obhgegstablished
with Adam and Eve and His instructions in Deuteronomy.

Just as divorce was permitted, so too was polygamy. But it does not represent God's
will. In Matt. 19:39 the Pharisees asked Jesus about divorce and Jesus answered:

"Have ye ot read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and
female,

"And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his
wife; and theytwain [two] shall be one flesh?

"Wherefore they are no motwain [two], butoneflesh.”
The Pharisees then asked him why Moses allowed for divorce. Jesus answered:

"Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives:
but from the beginning it was not so" (Matt.19:7).

In the New Tetament the practice of polygamy would have kept a man from
leadership in the church. Paul instructed Timothy:

"A bishop then must be blameless, lusband of one wife.." (I Tim.3:2)
Paul also wrote to Titus:

"...ordain elders in every cityif.any be blameless, thaisband of one wife.." (Titus
1:6)

Even the Book of Mormon condemns polygamy. In Jacob 2:24 we read:

"Behold, David and Solomon truly hatany wives and concubineswhich thing was
abominable before me, saith the Lord."

Mormons will sometimes appeal to Jacob 2:30, saying God could make exceptions to
verse 24 and command polygamy. It says:

"For if I will , saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up seed unto me, | willcommand my
people;otherwisethey shall hearken unto thethdngs [instruction in Jacob 2:24]."

But the justification for polygamy seems to be when God wants to speed up
reproduction. Smith's polygamy did not achieve this (as there are only two or three
children suspected to be from Smith's plural wives) katug the justification? Also,
Smith seems to have begun practicing polygamy even before his revelation. Joseph
Smith's revelation on polygamy is recorded inEretrine and Covenangsection 132.
But verse 52 instructs Smith's wife, Emma, to "receiMhase that HAVE BEEN
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GIVEN unto my servant Joseph, and who are virtuous and pure before me; and those who
are not pure, and have said they were pure, shall be destroyed, saith the Lord God."

Mormons will sometimes argue that the date on the reeel&@luly 12, 1843) is only
the date when the revelation was committed to paper, not when it was actually given. But
verse 52 demonstrates that Smith had already taken plural wives before the revelation
was given, no matter what the date.

The second hibf verse 52 seems to suggest that Smith had also taken some
unvirtuous women as wives.

In aSalt Lake Tribuneeview of Todd Compton's new book on Smith's polygamy we
read:

"In identifying 33 weHdocumented wives of [Joseph] Smitlother reseahers have
placed the figure as high as 48 ompton found that in the case of 11 women, Smith's
polygamy was polyandrous. That is, the women were married and cohabiting with their
husbands, who mostly were faithful Mormons, when Smith married them.

"Yet not one divorced her 'first husband' when Smith was alive. Indeed, they continued
to live with their civil spouses while married to Smith.

"'If one superimposes a chronological perspective, one sees that of Smith's first 12
wives, nine were polyalrous....'

"Compton, a practicing Mormon...spent much of the 1990's combing pioneer records,
diaries and reminiscences.

"Eleven of Smith's wives were between ages 14 and 20, nine were in their 20s, eight
were in Smith's own peer group of 8140, two were in their 40s and three in their 50s.

"Toward the end of Smith's life, knowledge of his secret marriages began to leak out.
William Law, Smith's second counselor ... filed suit against the church leader for living
'In an open statef adultery’ with 19earold Maria Lawrence.

"In a speech a month before his death, Smith responded by flatly denying polygamy,
which was illegal under federal law. 'What a thing it is for a man to be accused of
committing adultery, and having sewsives, when | can only find one,' he said." [See
Smith's entire speech in History of the Church, vol. 6, pp4(38]

(Salt Lake TribuneDecember 13, 1997, p.C2)
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